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TIME TO STOP NORTH KOREA’S
MISSILE BLACKMAIL

RICHARD D. FISHER, JR
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North Koreas Central News Agency bluntly stated
that North Korea would continue its missile exports
unless the United States ended its economic
embargo and made a “compensation for the losses
to be caused by discontinued missile exports.”
North Korean officials told visiting U.S. congres-
sional staff members in late August that this
“compensation” should be $500 million per year.

North Korea has seen that extortion works. It
used a promise to suspend its nuclear weapons pro-
gram to entice the Clinton Administration into the
October 1994 Agreed Framework in which Japan,
South Korea, and the United States would pay the
North up to $6 billion for fuel and two light-water
nuclear reactors. The United States has given North
Korea $105 million to support this agreement, and
the Administration has requested $35 million for
fiscal year 1999. The United States is a key donor of
food aid to North Korea: $110 million so far. Yet
the North refuses to consider minimal economic
reforms to feed its people or to reduce its million-
man army aimed at South Korea. It continues sub-
marine incursions and commando raids into South
Korea, and the North recently hinted it would
revive its nuclear weapons program if its demands
for money are not met.

DEFENDING AGAINST NORTH KOREA’S
MISSILES AND BLACKMAIL

Despite a long train of North Korean provoca-
tions, and its recent missile test over Japan, the
Clinton Administration remains committed to the
Agreed Framework. It is time for the United States
to resist threats and blackmail. The Administration
should:

» Suspend all aid to North Korea. It is time to
suspend all U.S. Agreed Framework—related aid
and humanitarian assistance until it can be veri-
fied that North Korea has ended its ballistic
missile and nuclear weapons programs. Japan
already has halted aid. There should be no more
assistance from the West until North Korea ter-
minates its nuclear and missile programs and
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shows a commitment to real peace with South
Korea and internal economic reforms.

« Commit to a near-term U.S. national missile
defense system. North Korea’s missile test
should make it clear that the Clinton Adminis-
tration must end its opposition to an effective
missile defense for the United States. The
Administration should end the folly of its
adherence to the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty, which no longer is legally binding but
which the Administration uses to constrain the
development and deployment of missile
defenses.

+ Build an Asian missile defense network.
North Korea’s emerging long-range missile
capability, and Chinas ballistic missile and
cruise missile modernization effort, demand
that the United States join with its allies in Asia
to build a missile defense network. The Clinton
Administration should urge Japan and South
Korea to purchase soon-to-be developed U.S.
land- or sea-based interceptor missiles that can
be coordinated with U.S. antimissile, early
warning, and command systems.

CONCLUSION

The missile test on August 31 shows it may be
only a few years before North Korea can build mis-
siles capable of reaching the United States. In the
meantime, North Korea already has a new weapon
that can threaten Japan and South Korea and be
sold to other rogue states. At a minimum, the
United States should suspend all aid to North Korea
until its ruling regime makes verifiable commit-
ments to end its missile and nuclear programs. And
North Korea’s growing missile threat means the
Clinton Administration must stop making excuses
and begin building effective missile defenses for all
Americans and U.S. allies.

—Richard D. Fisher, Jr, is Acting Director of The
Asian Studies Center at The Heritage Foundation.

NOTE: Nothing written here is to be construed as necessarily reflecting the views of The Heritage Foundation or as an attempt to aid or hinder
the passage of any bill before Congress.



