
à la chart
A regular graphic feature from The Heritage Foundation

214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE  •  Washington, DC 20002  •  202-675-1761  •  heritage.org

Thomas A. Roe Institute for Economic Policy Studies

	 1 	 Lee R. Wiener	 	
Memphis, TN	 $1,230,034

	 2	 Constance C.  Bowles	 	
San Francisco, CA	 $1,210,865

	 3	 George M.  Bowles	 	
San Francisco, CA	 $1,190,024

	 4	 Bailey L.  Wiener	 	
Memphis, TN	 $979,917

	 5	 Michael B.  Brooks	 	
Phoenix, AZ	 $787,306

	 6	 Rylan Brooks	 	
Phoenix, AZ	 $787,306

	 7	 Kathryn Irma 	
Brooks Mitchell	 	
Phoenix, AZ	 $787,305

	 8	 Brad Ashburn	 	
Fort Worth, TX	 $770,693

	10	 Tommy Trabue	 	
Nashville, TN	 $770,450

	11	 Elizabeth W.  Owen	 	
Memphis, TN	 $743,523

	 1 	 Lee R. Wiener	 	
Memphis	 $1,230,034

	 2	 Constance C.  Bowles	 	
San Francisco	 $1,210,865

	 3	 George M.  Bowles	 	
San Francisco	 $1,190,024

	 4	 Bailey L.  Wiener	 	
Memphis	 $979,917

	 5	 Michael B.  Brooks	 	
Phoenix	 $787,306

	 6	 Rylan Brooks	 	
Phoenix	 $787,306

	 7	 Kathryn Irma Mitchell	 	
Phoenix	 $787,305

	 8	 Brad Ashburn	 	
	

Fort Worth	 $770,693
	10	 Tommy Trabue	 	

Nashville	 $770,450
	11	 Elizabeth W.  Owen	 	

Memphis	 $743,523

	 1 	 	

	 2	 	

	 3	 	

	 4	 	

	 5	 	

	 6	 	

	 7	 	
	

	 8	 	

	 9	 	

	10	 	

The Heritage Foundation 

Source: Environmental Working Group Farm Subsidy Database, www.mulchblog.com

Notes: A big city is defined as one with a population exceeding 500,000. Amounts are for federal crop subsidies distributed in program years 
2003-2005, the latest data available. A total of 165,000 farm businesses and more than 350,000 individuals received subsidies in those years.

For more, see “How Farm Subsidies Harm Taxpayers, Consumers, and Farmers, Too” at heritage.org or click here.

TOP 10 URBAN ‘FARMERS’

It’s no surprise that farmers who reap the biggest federal crop subsidies live in rural 
areas. It’s a bit of a shocker, though, that plenty of city slickers — some related to each 
other — are among the 350,000 folks who culled bushels of cash out of the $25 billion 
in annual subsidies. The “Top 10” subsidy recipients who live in big cities raked in 
from $743,500 to $1.2 million in 2003-2005.
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