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After the past two years of budgetary dysfunc-
tion, during which Congress relied on tempo-

rary agreements to fund the government, the appro-
priations committees are back in session with the 
charge to present all 12 spending bills for fiscal year 
(FY) 2015.1 These bills will divide the $1.014 trillion 
designated for discretionary spending in FY 2015 
amongst the federal government’s myriad agencies 
and programs.2

Indeed, appropriators have an arduous journey 
ahead: Congress has not successfully passed all 12 
spending bills on time since 1997.3 But even if Con-
gress is unable to pass all 12 bills, just a partial return 
to the regular budget process will allow for timely 
debate regarding the nation’s financial situation.

However, the normal budget process is still com-
plex and rather opaque. Heritage fellow Patrick 
Louis Knudsen notes that budgeting has historical-
ly been a powerful tool for the people’s representa-
tives to best address the immediate concerns of their 
constituents and control the growth of government. 
He points to a statement by James Madison: “This 
power of the purse may, in fact, be regarded as the 
most complete and effectual weapon with which any 
constitution can arm the immediate representatives 

of the people, for obtaining a redress of every griev-
ance, and for carrying into effect every just and salu-
tary measure.” To be an effective tool for the people, 
the opaque and complicated budget process should 
strive for public accessibility rather than continue as 
a series of crisis-control measures produced behind 
closed doors in Washington.4

While taxpayers write the federal government a 
check each year, it is difficult to follow where your 
money is actually spent. In order to create more 
accountability and visibility in the appropriations 
process, Heritage will be tracking the progress of 
all 12 spending bills and keeping you updated in an 
easy-to-read appropriations chart. This tracker will 
allow Americans to easily compare the differences 
between the House, Senate, and President’s propos-
als and will show you which departments and pro-
grams are slated to receive the most funds in 2015.5
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FY 2014 FY 2015

Subcommittee
House 

Request
Senate 

Request
Enacted 

Allocations
President’s 

Budget
House 

Request
Senate 

Request
Enacted 

Allocations

Agriculture $19,450 $20,930 $20,880 — $20,880 — —

Commerce, Justice, Science $47,396 $52,272 $51,600 — $51,202 — —

Defense $512,522 $516,624 $486,851 — $490,960 — —

Energy, Water $30,426 $34,773 $34,060 — $34,010 — —

Financial Services, General 
Government

$16,966 $23,031 $21,851 — $21,276 — —

Homeland Security $38,991 $39,100 $39,270 — $39,220 — —

Interior, Environment $24,278 $30,100 $30,058 — $30,220 — —

Labor, HHS, Education $121,797 $164,330 $156,773 — $155,693 — —

Legislative Branch $4,124 $4,350 $4,258 — $4,258 — —

Military Construction, VA $73,320 $74,366 $73,299 — $71,499 — —

State and Foreign Ops $34,103 $44,079 $42,481 — $42,381 — —

Transportation, HUD $44,100 $54,045 $50,856 — $52,029 — —

Total $967,473 $1,058,000 $1,012,237 — $1,013,628 — —

Overseas Contingency Operations $91,938 $91,938 $91,938 — $85,357 — —

Emergency/Disaster Relief $5,626 $5,626 $5,626 — — — —

Program Integrity $924 $924 $924 — — — —

Total Discretionary Budget Authority $1,065,961 $1,156,488 $1,110,725 — $1,098,985 — —

TaBLE 1

Appropriations Tracker for FY 2015
The Ryan–Murray budget deal in December 2013 broke the sequester spending caps and 
set total discretionary spending at nearly $1.014 trillion for 2015, a $2 billion increase from 
2014. This tracker will display how discretionary funds would be distributed between the 12 
appropriations subcommittees based on the House, Senate, and President’s requests. It will 
also show the fi nal allocations as the spending bills are enacted by Congress.

BUDGET AUTHORITY IN MILLIONS OF CURRENT DOLLARS
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