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People of Faith Deserve Protection from Government
Discrimination in the Marriage Debate

Congress should ensure that government can

never penalize or discriminate against the mil-

lions of Americans who believe and act on the belief
that marriage is the union of one man and one woman.

Increasing Threats to Freedom

During Supreme Court oral arguments in Oberge-
fell v. Hodges, the Obama Administration’s Solici-
tor General, Donald Verrilli, acknowledged the
possibility of religious schools being stripped of
theirnon-profit tax status for continuing to affirm
marriage as the union of a man and a woman.'
Faith-based adoption agencies in Massachu-
setts, Illinois, and Washington, D.C., have been
forced to end foster care and adoption services
rather than abandon their belief that every child
deserves a married mother and father.?

Gordon College, a Christian school, found its
accreditation questioned because the school asks
all members of the community to refrain from
premarital and extramarital sexual relations.?

A student was ejected from a master’s program
in counseling for referring same-sex couples to
other counselors because of her religious convic-
tions about marriage.*

A couple who ran a small bakery in Oregon was
recently fined $135,000 for declining to bake
a wedding cake for a same-sex couple.® Others
involved in the wedding industry, including pho-
tographers, florists, and reception hosts have been
hauled into court for declining to use their artistic
talents to participate in same-sex weddings.¢

Congress Should Prevent
Government Discrimination

Federal policy should prevent the government
from discriminating against any individual or
group, whether nonprofit or for-profit, based on
their beliefs that marriage is the union of a man
and woman or that sexual relations are reserved
for marriage.

Specifically, Congress should prohibit the federal
government from such discrimination in tax pol-
icy, employment, licensing, accreditation, con-
tracting, and grants.

Protecting Religious Freedom
Harms No One

Protecting religious liberty and the rights of con-
science does not infringe on anyone’s sexual free-
doms. Americans are free to live and love how
they choose, and everyone should respect the
intrinsic dignity of all human beings.

But both sides of the marriage debate can recog-
nize that the government should not discriminate
against those who hold reasonable beliefs about
marriage and sexuality. Congress can strike the
right balance to protect religious freedom and
prohibit government coercion.

The federal government should respect the rights
of individuals, businesses, and organizations
that wish to act in accordance with their beliefs
about marriage.
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