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Iran Nuclear Deal Messaging

STRONG LEVELS OF CONCERN ELICITED BY MESSAGES

Recent research conducted under the American Perceptions Initiative found that messages about the possible impacts
of the Iran nuclear deal elicited strong concern among the voters sampled, with 8 in 10 Americans saying they felt con-
cern about each (80%-84% somewhat/extremely concerned). In fact, about half felt extremely concerned (43%-57%,).

TIE MESSAGES TO EXISTING CONCERNS

While all messages were strong, those linking the deal to existing concerns, such as a nuclearized Middle East or ter-
rorism, elicited more concern. Specifically, communications that tie the lifting of sanctions to a possible increase in
funding for terrorist groups elicit stronger concern than other messages.

Concern from Messages Is High

MESSAGES HIGHLIGHTING TOP-OF-MIND CONCERNS LIKE A NUCLEAR-ARMED MIDDLE EAST
AND TERRORIST GROUPS RATE HIGHEST

When the treaty lifts sanctions, it will allow billions of
dollars to flow through the regime into known terrorist ! 26% 57% 83%
groups like Hezbollah and Hamas4

The treaty clears a path for Iran’s nuclear ambitions,
threatening agreements that have stalled the growth of
nuclear arsenals for years and encouraging Iran's Middle
East neighbors to build nuclear arsenals of their own.

34% 49% 83%

The administration first sought to dismantle Iran's
nuclear facilities, but the only thing this treaty dismantles a e o

is the sanctions and inspections that have kept 35% 48% 83%

Iran's nuclear proliferation in check.

The treaty only places a temporary barrier inthe way |
of Iran's nuclear aspirations which would disappear in about 36% 47% 83%
adecade, leaving Iran free to pursue its nuclear agenda.

When the treaty lifts sanctions, it will release billions of
dollars in assets that will enrich Iran and establish their hostile 37% 46% 83%
regime as a leader in the already unstable Middle East4

The treaty unfairly treats Iran better than our own allies
in the region, giving Iran an advantage over those who ! 37% 43% 80%
have supported democracy and peace with us in the past.
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COMMUNICATIONS MORE LIKELY TO RAISE CONCERN AMONG THOSE WHO ARE “INFORMED"
Notably, a message highlighting the weak nature of the deal compared to initial hopes was more likely to elicit con-
cern from those who are familiar with the agreement than those who are unfamiliar with it, indicating its usefulness
with a more informed audience.

The administration first sought to dismantle Iran’s Messaging Tip

nuclear facilities, but the only thing this treaty

dismantles is the sanctions and inspections that Tie to existing concerns—Messages linking
have kept Iran’s nuclear proliferation in check— to terrorism and a nuclearized Middle East
85% vs. 79% concerned highlighted concerns most effectively.

Source: Online survey using a national representative sample of 865 U.S. voters conducted July 13, 2015 with a margin of error of £3.3%.
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