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center/article_1f4c98d1-fb60-529b-b92c-2715f15acf15.html

Louisa felon illegally registered after receiving form from Voter
Participation Center

Mark Bowes
Jul 26, 2012

SALE! Subscribe for $1/mo.




Yoler Reglstration Application ——

B o BT T —— —_— e
N ety T =y
| mw paag R b e i E - - Ferii - % J .
% Th o
I..._|_|-|_.-..|.|.-|.,.--.|—| iy o Y ‘1 s ] T T FE-
f o ] L I I'—"'-."'-Th'l-l i
P i Y W B sk mipy by i SR S I =" : [

[ e !IJH'H" I-l— Vi b = =
¥ u.l&l--l— Mih Swrm [ ] H : 5 IE
e B S R AT - - -h_u-.l.

1 (1Y 3 R . R

e EE - —— : =1 T — [r——
by T T s v Lo ) Dl o Ly

'.l.-_.l- [ e pt i I
| |

¥ Dt e o5 i 3, i
)

— o
Ny B el iDn o
r I'_,'.:;'::'.__‘h__". |5Iﬂ-||a..|a1—-|—‘-r

Ve ol Bl

M Lo e e L e e TETET Tl
B 0 T Ty s

m o e W By sl JF M R &t ‘ P " i 1
aliee s e Sy T P Ul g ma g T bl
N T g R e A A P b ‘&iﬂﬂl'i.:hn'.?nﬁ
Ll - eonenllp ol i P )T T T —= e
N [k pretl, L e g 110 L =i
ST e L S B A 2 1 el |

State Sen. Thomas A. Garrett Jr., R-Louisa, produced a copy of Bonnie Nicholson's original registration form.

Mark Bowes

q felon living in Louisa County registered to vote illegally and then cast a ballot in

the 2008 presidential election after filling out and submitting a voter-
registration form she received by mail from the Voter Participation Center, a state

senator who prosecuted the case confirmed Wednesday.

The case is the first known instance of voter fraud that resulted from voter registration
mailings by the Voter Participation Center, a nonprofit that has distributed 5 million
third-party registration forms across the country and nearly 200,000 in Virginia this

year targeting Democrat-leaning voting blocs, such as unmarried women, young

people and minorities.



State election officials and local registrars say hundreds, if not thousands, of the forms
have been sent to ineligible voters, including dead relatives, children, non-U.S.
citizens, already registered voters, and pets. The voting group, which has ties to

progressive organizations, fills in the documents with the names and addresses of the

people they are trying to reach.

In 2010, then Louisa County Commonwealth's Attorney Thomas A. Garrett Jr. — now
a state senator — prosecuted Bonnie Nicholson, 57, on felony charges of illegally

registering to vote and unlawfully casting a ballot in the 2008 general election.

Authorities determined that Nicholson, who had been convicted of a felony in 1980,
received a national voter registration form in a mailing from the Voter Participation
Center and signed it on Feb. 28, 2008. Despite her felony conviction, Nicholson swore
that she had reviewed her state's registration instructions and met the eligibility

requirements.



Her name and address were already printed on the form.

On Wednesday, Garrett provided the Richmond Times-Dispatch with a copy of
Nicholson's registration form, which bears the name of the Voter Participation Center
and a post office box in Boston. Louisa Registrar Cristy E. Watkins confirmed the

document's authenticity when contacted by phone.

The form shows that the Louisa registrar's office removed Nicholson from its voting

rolls on May 26, 2009, because of her previously undisclosed felony conviction.

In January 2010, Nicholson pleaded guilty to two counts of election fraud and was

sentenced to 10 years in prison with all time suspended.

Page Gardner, president and chief executive officer of the Voter Participation Center,
has discounted any suggestion that voter fraud can occur through the organization's
mailings, though she acknowledged its system isn't perfect. The group compares lists
of existing registered voters it acquires with names on commercial databases provided

by data vendors.



"I don't know of this incident at all," Gardner said Wednesday. "I know (Garrett) has
alleged it in the past. A person who wants to commit a felony by falsely filling out a
form can get any form from a DMV office, off the state website — so I don't know

where this person got the form, I don't know why this person filled it out."

Gardner said VPC relies on the "diligence of local election officials" to review the
submitted applications, as well as on the "individual integrity of the individuals

receiving the forms."
Garrett said Gardner is in denial if she believes that voter fraud can't occur.

"She can say ... 'We don't know where (the felon) got it' all she wants to," he said. "But
I do know where she got it from and it was from (Gardner's) organization, and I got the

proof. I produced the original form, which is on file and accessible to the public."



Garrett said he believes Nicholson and another felon he prosecuted for illegally

registering to vote were essentially duped into breaking the law.

"They knew they weren't supposed to do it," Garrett said. "But when people start
soliciting you to do it, it's almost like an entrapment sort of thing. I believe sincerely

that if people hadn't solicited them to register, they wouldn't have done it."

Garrett said that, had both felons petitioned the governor to have their voting rights
restored, "they likely would have gotten it."

"What we were trying to do was send a message that we do in fact uphold and enforce
the laws ... and there will be consequences for not obeying the laws," Garrett said.
"People who may have made a mistake years ago — who would like to participate in the
democratic process — I would encourage them to apply for rights restoration. But play

by the rules."
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with 35,000 early votes out in Spotsylvania

Nov 4, 2020

Williams: VMI is steeped in racism. Removing

a statue and its superintendent are not enough &=
Oct 30, 2020






