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Former mayor ordered to prison for voter fraud

Former Gordon, AL mayor Elbert Melton leaves the Houston County Courthouse following his conviction on absentee voter fraud charges. Photo from January 16,
2018. (WTVY News 4)
By Ken Curtis
Published: Feb. 20, 2019 at 10:53 AM EST
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The former mayor of Gordon, Alabama received a 12-month prison sentence Wednesday. That follows his conviction on two charges of Absentee
Voter Fraud.

Assistant Houston County District Attorney Mark Johnson requested 10 years on each count, the maximum. However, defense attorney Joey Sheffield
requested leniency because Melton is 71 and suffering from health issues.

A jury last month took only 45 minutes to find Melton guilty of notarizing two ballots in 2016, when he was running for mayor. He was immediately
forced from office after his conviction.

He is expected to post an appeal bond and will be freed from jail pending a ruling from the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals.

The 12-months ordered by Houston County Circuit Judge Kevin Moulton is part of a three year split sentence that allows Melton to serve the final two
years on probation.

He awaits trial on an unrelated theft charge.
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Alabama farmers picking up the pieces after Zeta
Updated: 2 hours ago | By Hanna Rizzi

From Mobile County in the south to Cherokee County in the northeast, Alabama’s rural landscape
is dotted with destroyed crops and damaged structures after Tropical Storm Zeta blew through
Oct. 28 and 29.
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Latest News

Gov. Ivey awards grant to help provide jobs in Coffee County
Updated: 2 hours ago | By Hanna Rizzi

Ben E. Keith Co., a food and beverage distribution company, is building a second plant in Coffee
County. Community Development Block Grant funds will be used to supply water and sewer

services to the 450,000-square-foot facility in New Brockton. The facility is being designed with
the capacity to more than double in size in the future.

4Warn AM Forecast
Updated: 3 hours ago

Meteorologist Zack Webster Weathercast, November 1, 2020
Updated: 13 hours ago

Souls to the Polls transporting voters in Jackson County
Updated: 19 hours ago | By Sam Martello

The event aimed to transport voters to the polls.

Former Alabama judge pleads guilty to theft, abuse of power
Updated: 19 hours ago | By Associated Press

Doug Patterson’s plea Friday negates his trial that had been scheduled in about two weeks.

Birmingham Veterans Day Parade canceled, virtual event set
Updated: 19 hours ago | By Associated Press

The National Veterans Day Parade in Birmingham won’t happen this year

Man shot in Eastdale Mall parking lot
Updated: 20 hours ago | By WSFA Staff

Police say the incident happened around 3 p.m.

Meteorologist Zack Webster Weathercast, October 31, 2020
Updated: Oct. 31, 2020 at 11:36 PM EDT

Several injured after hayride accident
Updated: Oct. 31, 2020 at 9:07 PM EDT | By WJHG Newsroom

According to the FHP site, the accident occurred in Cottondale.

Dale County couple facing new sex charges
Updated: Oct. 31, 2020 at 5:51 PM EDT

Investigators said Bright is also charged with one count of human trafficking in the first degree.
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