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4 sentenced for their role in voter fraud scheme that
bribed people on Skid Row with money, cigarettes

by: Erika Martin

A homeless encampment is seen in downtown Los Angeles on May 30, 2019. (Credit: FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP/Getty Images)MORE CHOICE.
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Four more men were sentenced after admitting to their involvement in a large-scale

scheme to bribe homeless people on Skid Row in exchange for forged signatures on

ballot petitions and voter registration forms, prosecutors said Wednesday.

Richard Howard, 64, and Louis Thomas Wise, 37, both pleaded no contest Friday to

subscribing a false name to a petition and registration of a �ctitious person, both

felonies, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Of�ce said in a news release.

Christopher Joseph Williams, 41, and 45-year-old Nickey Demelvin Huntley also

pleaded no contest Friday to one felony count of circulating an initiative containing

false, forged or �ctitious names, the DA’s of�ce said.

Howard was given a suspended sentence of three years in state prison and three

years of probation, while Wise was given a suspended sentence of 16 months in state

prison and three years of formal probation. A suspended sentence means the jail

time would be served after their probation is completed, and may be eliminated

entirely, provided the men do not commit additional crimes.

Williams and Huntley were each sentenced to three years’ formal probation.

RELATED CONTENT

Man Gets 1 Year Jail After Pleading Guilty in Voter Fraud Scheme That Bribed People on Skid Row

Signature Gatherers Bribed Skid Row Homeless People in ‘Large-Scale Voter Fraud Scheme,’ DA
Says

Their conviction comes after co-defendant Norman Hall, 62, pleaded guilty in the

case in February. He was sentenced to one year in county jail, three years’ formal

probation and 100 hours of community service.

Four others remain charged in the scheme on allegations including the use of false

names on a petition and voter fraud.
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The group allegedly gave homeless people $1 each and cigarettes in exchange for

forgery. They amassed hundreds of false signatures to help initiatives qualify in the

2016 and 2018 election cycles, the DA’s of�ce said.

The Los Angeles Police Department and FBI investigated the fraud.

“They paid individuals to sign the names,” LAPD Of�cer Deon Joseph previously told

the Los Angeles Times. “That’s an assault on our democracy.”

One of the remaining defendants — 37-year-old Jakara Fati Mardis — is at large. The

other three are expected to appear in court Sept. 1 for a pretrial hearing,

prosecutors said.
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Notre Dame mandates coronavirus testing for students after crammed football
victory celebration
by Associated Press / Nov 9, 2020

Read the Full Article 

Unsold Car Clearance Sale Going on
in District of Columbia
Ageful

University of Notre Dame students are now subject to mandatory coronavirus

testing and face strict penalties if they leave town before getting their test results

after thousands of fans stormed the football �eld and threw parties to celebrate a

double-overtime upset over Clemson.

The mass of students, players and coaches crammed close together on the �eld in

the minutes following the Fighting Irish's 47-40 win Saturday night in South Bend,

Indiana, over then-No. 1 Clemson. Many were not wearing masks or had them pulled

down.MORE CHOICE.
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Hesperia man accused of sexual assault arrested again after 2nd allegation;
police seek more victims
by Cindy Von Quednow / Nov 9, 2020

Read the Full Article 

A 25-year-old Hesperia man accused of sexual assault was re-arrested after a

second victim reported another attack, police said Monday.

An investigation into Andres Alvarez began on Oct. 2 when a victim reported being

sexually battered by the suspect, according to a news release from the Hesperia

Police Department.

MORE CHOICE.
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‘It really is powerful’: Harris’ historic win inspires women and girls nationwide
by Associated Press / Nov 9, 2020

Read the Full Article 
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‘It really is powerful’: Harris’ historic win inspires As coronavirus surges in L.A. County, o�cials warn
th t l th i th t t b t th

When Ashley Richardson-George’s 5-year-old daughter saw Kamala Harris wearing

a white suffragette suit during her prime-time victory speech on Saturday, she ran

into her room and came back minutes later wearing a white dress and sweater.

Not only did her daughter, Andrea, want to be like the Vice President-elect, she

wanted to look like her, too. And on that night, it was more possible than ever.
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women and girls nationwide that large gatherings threaten to exacerbate the
spread

Newsom provides update on California’s response to
COVID-19 as state sees rise in cases

Snow Valley gears up for 2020-2021 season with
recent snowfall, hiring event

Milwaukee Bucks player Sterling Brown reaches
$750K settlement agreement in civil rights lawsuit
over arrest

Groups �ght to keep gray wolf protections after
Trump admin ended safeguards in CA, other states

Testing timeline: What’s ahead for COVID-19 vaccines
after P�zer reports its vaccine may be more effective
than anticipated

Some stores limiting product purchases again as
coronavirus cases surge
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Trump expanded his support in Beverly Hills, a rare
spot of red in blue L.A. County

President Trump announces �ring of Defense
Secretary Mark Esper in tweet

L.A. cold snap ends record 200 consecutive days of
high temps above 70 degrees

HUD Secretary Ben Carson tests positive for
coronavirus as Trump election party draws scrutiny

Read more stories 

MORE STORIES

As CA wild�res devastate wine country, Napa and
Sonoma counties adapt to annual threat

Long-acting shot helps women avoid HIV infection,
study �nds
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Putin won’t congratulate Biden until legal challenges
end, Kremlin says

Utah governor declares state of emergency, issues
statewide mask mandate amid COVID-19 surge

Read more stories 
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LATEST NEWS

Notre Dame mandates coronavirus testing for students after crammed football
victory celebration
Nation/world / 3 mins ago

Hesperia man accused of sexual assault arrested again after 2nd allegation; police seek
more victims

Local news / 13 mins ago

‘It really is powerful’: Harris’ historic win inspires women and girls nationwide
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California / 17 mins ago

As coronavirus surges in L.A. County, o�cials warn that large gatherings threaten to
exacerbate the spread

Local news / 19 mins ago

Newsom provides update on California’s response to COVID-19 as state sees rise in cases

California / 24 mins ago

Snow Valley gears up for 2020-2021 season with recent snowfall, hiring event

Local news / 53 mins ago
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KTLA 5 News
19 minutes ago

Gov. Gavin Newsom is holding a news
conference to provide the latest
update on California's response to
COVID-19 amid an uptick in cases.
https://ktla.com/…/as-california-sees-
rise-in-covid-19-cas…/
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FORECAST FOR CENTRAL L.A.

Current
62°

Clear

Tonight
44°

Mostly Clear
Precip: 0%

Tomorrow
68°

Sunny
Precip: 0%
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reopening tiers tomorrow, Newsom warns some 
counties will be moving to more restrictive 
stages. Live:  ktla.com/news/californi… 
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