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Felon sentenced to 4 days in jail for illegally registering to vote
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q Richmond man convicted 20 years ago of felony possession of cocaine was
sentenced today to serve four days in jail for illegally registering to vote in the

2008 election despite his felony conviction. He later voted in the election.

Michael Anthony Harris, 50, pleaded guilty in Chesterfield General District Court to a
misdemeanor charge of obstruction of justice, reduced from making a false statement
on an election form, a felony. Judge Thomas L. Vaughn sentenced Harris to 9o days in

jail with 86 days suspended.

Chesterfield prosecutor Kenneth Nickels said he agreed to reduce the charge because
of the length of time that had passed since Harris’ felony conviction and his agreement
to serve some time in jail. He was convicted of the felony drug offense in South

Richmond in 1991, Nickels said.

%)



Nickels said Harris’ attorney told the court that Harris had been encouraged to register
on Sept. 26, 2008, by a group that was soliciting people to register outside a grocery

store.

“He told them he was a convicted felon, but that’s not the block that was checked” on
his registration form, Nickels said. “The block that’s checked is that he’s not a

convicted felon, and he admitted that he signed it.”

Harris is one of 40 people statewide that so far have been charged as part of a Virginia
State Police investigation of voter registration irregularities from the 2008 general
election. State police reviewed 400-plus complaints forwarded to the agency for
investigation in October 2008, before the November election, by then-State Board of
Elections Secretary Nancy Rodrigues. The probe was limited to those complaints and

did not expand into a comprehensive review of election fraud in Virginia.

Another felon, Sheila J. Peterson, 53, who was indicted in Chesterfield last month for

voter registration fraud, is set to stand trial July 10. She also voted in the election.
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