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July 29, 2020: Four Plead to Voter Fraud Scheme on Skid Row

Contact: 
Ricardo Santiago, Public Information Officer
(213) 257-2000
RSantiago@da.lacounty.gov

Four men have admitted their role in a scheme where money and cigarettes were offered to
homeless people on Skid Row in exchange for false and forged signatures on ballot petitions and
voter registration forms, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office announced today.

Richard Howard (dob 1/12/56) and Louis Thomas Wise (dob 8/4/82) pleaded no contest Friday to
one felony count each of subscribing a fictitious name, or the name of another to an initiative
petition and registration of a fictitious person. Christopher Joseph Williams (dob 5/2/79) and Nickey
Demelvin Huntley (dob 9/2/74) each pleaded no contest to one felony count of circulating an
initiative or petition containing false, forged or fictitious names.

Howard was immediately sentenced to a suspended sentence of three years in state prison and
three years of formal probation. A suspended sentence may be imposed if a defendant violates the
terms of his/her probation.

Wise was sentenced to a suspended sentence of 16 months in state prison and three years of
formal probation.

Williams and Huntley were sentenced to three years of formal probation.

In February, codefendant Norman Hall (dob 11/1/57) pleaded guilty to one felony count of
circulating a petition with false, forged or fictitious names. He was immediately sentenced to one
year in county jail, placed on formal probation for three years and ordered to complete 100 hours
of community service.

Deputy District Attorney Marian Thompson of the Public Integrity Division is prosecuting the case.

The four remaining defendants face various charges including use of false names on a petition and
voter fraud.

The defendants were charged with soliciting hundreds of false and/or forged signatures on state
ballot petitions and voter registration forms by offering homeless people $1 and/or cigarettes for
their participation.

The indictment indicates the crimes occurred during the 2016 and 2018 election cycles.

Three of the remaining defendants are scheduled to return to court for a pretrial hearing on
September 1 in Department 108 of the Foltz Criminal Justice Center. Jakara Fati Mardis (dob
5/17/83) is at large.

Case BA475943 was investigated by the Los Angeles Police Department and the FBI’s Los Angeles
Field Office.

Employment Fraud Alerts Alert L.A. County LADA on InstagramLinks: D� Y�� N��� H���?
L.A. County Home  
211 L.A. County  
LA County Helps

Select Language Powered by Google TranslateSite Map Privacy Policy  

 

lacounty.gov Contact Us Text Only 

Media

Media Relations

News Releases

Home About LADA Reports Victim/Witness Media Community Operations Public Data Contact

https://da.lacounty.gov/
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/media-resources
https://da.lacounty.gov/media-faqs
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-1
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-2
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-3
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-4
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-5
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-6
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-7
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-8
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-9
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-10
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2020-11
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2012
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2013
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2014
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2015
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2016
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2017
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2018
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/2019
https://da.lacounty.gov/sites/default/files/press/072920-Four-Plead-to-Voter-Fraud-Scheme-on-Skid-Row.pdf
mailto:RSantiago@da.lacounty.gov
https://da.lacounty.gov/employment
https://da.lacounty.gov/community/fraud-alerts
http://www.alert.lacounty.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/ladaoffice/
http://www.lacounty.gov/
http://www.211la.org/
http://www.lacountyhelps.org/
https://da.lacounty.gov/sitemap
https://da.lacounty.gov/privacy-policy
http://lacounty.gov/
https://da.lacounty.gov/contact/email
https://da.lacounty.gov/
https://da.lacounty.gov/about/meet-the-da
https://da.lacounty.gov/reports/ois
https://da.lacounty.gov/victims
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news
https://da.lacounty.gov/community
https://da.lacounty.gov/operations
https://da.lacounty.gov/about/policies/public-data/BOI
https://da.lacounty.gov/contact/email


        

 © 2020 Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office.

 

https://twitter.com/ladaoffice
https://www.instagram.com/ladaoffice/
https://vimeo.com/ladaoffice
https://acrobat.adobe.com/us/en/products/pdf-reader.html

