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Hale County voter fraud defendant pleads guilty

By Jason Morton / Staff Writer
Posted Sep 15,2009 at 12:01 AM

Valada Paige Banks on Monday became the second
woman charged with felony voter fraud in Hale County
to plead guilty to a misdemeanor.

GREENSBORO | Valada Paige Banks on Monday became the second woman
charged with felony voter fraud in Hale County to plead guilty to a

misdemeanor.

Banks, 46, received a 12-month suspended sentence after admitting to third-
degree criminal possession of a forged instrument.

She will not have to spend any time in jail, but was placed on probation for two
years by retired Chambers County Circuit Judge Howard Bryan, who was

appointed to hear the case. She also was assessed $400 in court costs.

Rosie Lyles, 68, pleaded guilty to the same charge on Aug. 31 and received a
similar sentence. Both women were indicted in August 2007 on multiple felony
counts of promoting illegal absentee voting during special elections in Hale
County in 2004 and 2005.

“We were very pleased with the agreement that was reached today,” said
Stephanie Daniels, Banks’ attorney. “We were satisfied with the outcome and so
was Mrs. Banks. Her ability to move on will not be affected by this and she’s
ready to put this behind her and move on with her life.’

Some Hale County residents, however, were not satisfied with the women'’s
punishments.

The Democracy Defense League, a grassroots group formed in 2005 to weed out
election corruption in Hale County, is outraged that neither Banks nor Lyles will
spend time in jail.

‘This is a cancer that’s eating away our democracy here in Hale County,’ said Faye

Cochran, who helped co-found the group. ‘If we can buy an election for $400 and
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no jail time, then I can foresee many more elections being bought in the future.’
Cochran said the league will continue to fight for fair elections, but said the plea
bargains have dampened some spirits.

‘There’s a little anger here because we spent four years and I can'’t tell you how
many man-hours ... making sure that the investigators had the information they
needed,” she said. ‘All of this was for nothing.’

Assistant Attorney General Ben Mark Baxley, who was the lead prosecutor in
both cases, disagreed.

Baxley noted that far fewer absentee ballots were filed in the last general election
in Hale County than usual.

‘There have been significant results from these investigations and prosecutions,’
he said.

‘No, theyre not behind bars,” he said, ‘but they stood before a judge and said Tm
guilty.”*

Baxley would not comment on what led to the plea arrangements, but an
examination of court files indicates that the state’s case against Banks and Lyles
was undermined by pretrial motions.

Specially-appointed Clarke County District Judge George Elbrecht, who presided
over Lyles’ circuit court case, ruled that much of Lyles’ grand jury testimony was
inadmissible because prosecutors violated her Fifth Amendment rights against
self-incrimination.

[t was Lyles’ grand jury testimony that put her and Banks in the same room in
October 2004 signing an absentee ballot as witnesses. However, that same ballot
contained two different spellings of the voter’s first name. The printed version
differed from the ‘signature,” court records showed.

Elbrecht also ruled that prosecutors could not admit approximately 20 absentee
ballots into evidence, which prosecutors presumably intended to use as examples
of an ongoing scheme.

Also removed from the grand jury transcript was Lyles’ refusal to answer at least
17 questions from prosecutors, citing her Fifth Amendment rights. Later during
her testimony she answered some of the questions. But in a court filing, her
attorneys argued that invoking her rights for one of the questions should count
for all of them. Elbrecht agreed.

A trial date has not been set in the case of a third Hale County woman charged
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with election-related crimes. Former Circuit Court Clerk Gay Nell Tinker, 52,
was indicted in March 2008 on 13 felony counts related to perjury, forgery and

voter fraud.

https://www.tuscaloosanews.com/article/DA/20090915/News/606109513/TL 3/3



