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Former Councilman Richard Alarcon, wife guilty of voter fraud,
perjury
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Former Los Angeles City Councilman Richard Alarcon and his wife were convicted

Wednesday of some but not all voter-fraud and perjury charges brought in a case that

accused them of lying about where they lived so he would be qualified to run for his

council seat.

A seven-woman, five-man jury delivered the split verdicts to Los Angeles County

Superior Court Judge George G. Lomeli. The couple was accused of claiming to live in a

Panorama City house that was under repair, when they actually lived in a larger, nicer

home in Sun Valley, outside his 7th District.

State and city election law requires candidates to live in the district they seek to

represent.

Alarcon, 60, was convicted of three voter-fraud charges and one perjury charge, but

acquitted on 12 other counts. His wife, Flora Montes de Oca, was convicted of two

voting charges and one perjury count.

ADVERTISEMENT

Prosecutors said Alarcon lied when he swore that he lived in a home in Panorama City

in L.A.'s 7th Council District so he could run in 2007 and 2009 to represent the district,

which he did until last year. They said he actually lived in a bigger home outside the

district in Sun Valley. The L.A. City Charter requires that candidates live in the districts

they seek to represent.

During the trial, defense attorneys failed to convince the jury that the Alarcons were

renovating the Panorama City home and planned to return to it, and so it qualified as

their permanent residence.

California law defines residence for voting purposes as a “domicile,” a place where one

intends to remain and return after an absence.
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The prosecutor brought evidence showing that the Alarcons did not plan to return to the

Panorama City home, including blueprints from 2007 for plans to develop the home

into an apartment complex. The jury also heard former Los Angeles City Councilwoman

Wendy Greuel testify that Alarcon once called her and asked to move his Sun Valley

home from Greuel’s district into his own.
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The prosecutor relied on the testimony of Carolyn Jackson, who worked with city

lawmakers as a representative of the city Department of Transportation before retiring

in 2010, who said she met with Alarcon in May 2007, two months after he was elected

to the council.

Jackson said when she congratulated him, Alarcon told her: “You know, I wasn’t even

living in the district when I was elected.” Jackson said he added: “I am now, of course.” 

The verdict comes more than a month after the trial began, and nearly four years after

the couple was originally indicted by a grand jury.

Follow @skarlamangla on Twitter for continuing coverage of the Alarcon

trial
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Soumya Karlamangla

Twitter Instagram Email Facebook

Soumya Karlamangla has been a reporter at the Los Angeles Times focusing on

health issues since 2013. She was raised in Thousand Oaks and graduated from UC

Berkeley with degrees in biology and English literature.
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Californians are testing positive for COVID-19 at the lowest rate on record

‘Certified young person’ Paul Rudd is begging you to wear a mask, fam

Banks say cardholders can get help during the pandemic. But it may not be easy (free)

Kids desks are selling out. Where to find alternatives (free)

To evade COVID-19, dialysis patients bring their treatment home

Cases statewide »

768,589
confirmed

14,614
deaths

As of September 16, 8:45 a.m. Pacific
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New evacuations as Bobcat fire jumps north, firefighters battle at Mt. Wilson
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Lynwood city manager on leave after social media post following Compton deputies shooting
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Arellano: One family’s COVID-19 nightmare shows the pandemic’s unjust burden on Latinos in California
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