
https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/four-more-convicted-of-vote-fraud/article_89a08182-5249-
5367-9a0d-8d152a4c689b.html

VOTE FRAUD: Count brings to 22 the number convicted of voting irregularities in 
'03 East Chicago primary
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C ROWN POINT | Two were convicted and sentenced Wednesday for vote 

fraud in the May 2003 East Chicago primary race. Two others await 

sentencing.

The Lake County prosecutor's office said Jose Arroyo, 39, of Hammond, and 

Mabel Komendat, 44, of Highland, pleaded guilty to voting in East Chicago, 

although they lived outside that city.

Lake Criminal Court Judge Clarence Murray placed both on one year 

probation and ordered them to perform 50 hours community service.

Allan "Twig" Simmons, 39, of Hammond, faces nine years in prison when he 

is sentenced next month by Murray. Simmons pleaded guilty to absentee 

balloting fraud.

Mario Del Valle, 32, of Hammond, pleaded guilty to voting outside his home 

precinct. Lake Criminal Court Judge Thomas P. Stefaniak Jr. will sentence 

him April 24.

Some 22 people have been convicted of vote fraud in the 2003 East Chicago 

primary election.
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