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Pike County man sentenced on election fraud charges

-
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PIKE COUNTY, Ky. (WSAZ) -- A man pleaded guilty Monday on multiple counts of election fraud.

Keith Justice, 51, of Pikeville pleaded guilty to four counts of attempting to intimidate an election officer and one count of attempting to interfere with
an election.

According to a release for the Kentucky Attorney General's Office, the charges are in connection with the May 2016 statewide primary election.

According to the release, Attorney General Andy Beshear's investigators learned that Justice, at the time a licensed private investigator, came into the
precinct and showed a badge, stating he was investigating election fraud.
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Beshear said Justice then directed the workers to give written and audio recorded statements before collecting a copy of the precinct sheriff's report,
none of which the precinct workers said they would have done had they known he was not a law enforcement officer.

A Pike County grand jury indicted Justice in June 2016.
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Justice has been sentenced to 30 days home incarceration, ordered to pay a $500 fine and has to surrender his private investigator's license for a year.
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