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New election ordered in Turkey Creek
mayor's race
 The Third Circuit Court of Appeal on Wednesday ordered a new election in the mayor's
race in Turkey Creek after tossing out the four votes that a district court judge ruled were
bought, rendering the race a tie, according to court documents.

"Finding that the trial court erred as a matter of law, we reverse the dismissal of the
petition and render judgment striking the illegal votes, declaring a tie between the
candidates, and instructing the trial court to order a new election," Judge Sylvia R. Cooks
wrote in the opinion.

The ruling comes after a back-and-forth court battle between Turkey Creek Mayor
Heather Cloud and her opponent, Bert Campbell. 

Campbell edged Cloud in the Nov. 4 election, 110-106, but Cloud �led a suit in Evangeline
Parish shortly after the election, claiming that someone paid four people $15 each to vote
for Campbell.

Allen Parish Judge Joel Davis, appointed to the case by the state Supreme Court after two
Evangeline Parish judges recused themselves from the case, initially ruled that Cloud did
not state a cause of action in her suit and dismissed it. But judges with the Third Circuit
ruled that Cloud did state a cause of action in the suit and sent the case back to Davis.

On Nov. 25, Davis ruled that the vote buying did happen, but said he did not have the
authority to throw out the votes and order a new election, court documents show. So he
dismissed the case again.

Cloud appealed again and on Wednesday, a panel of Third Circuit judges ruled that the
law and previous cases gave them the authority to strike the four votes from the results
and order a new election.

The judges did not set an election date.
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