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From: Robbin, Leanne <Leanne.Robbin@maine.gov>
Date: Wed, Jun 20, 2012 at 3:40 PM
Subject: Dual Voter cases
To: alex.remington@news21.com
Cc: "Kielty, Brenda" <Brenda.Kielty@maine.gov>

Dear Alex:
 
This will follow up on our telephone call on Monday.  The State of Maine has
prosecuted three dual voting cases identified by the Secretary of State’s Office
through the Central Voter Registry.  All three cases involved voters who owned
property in two municipalities and wrongly believed that they were entitled to vote in
both towns in the same election. 
 
The first was against Delmer Terrill, then age 65, who voted twice on November 3,
2009.  Terrill was in the process of a divorce, and he voted first, with his soon-to-be-
ex-wife, in the Town of Dixmont.  He then went to the town offices at neighboring
Newburgh, where he owned a convenience store with an adjacent apartment and
asked to register his truck.  When he was questioned about whether he was a
resident of Newburgh, he asserted that he was (he was moving there that day as a
result of the divorce) and he was handed a voter registration card.  He completed
the card and was then handed a ballot.  He completed the ballot, without disclosing
that he had already voted that day.  Terrill did not go into the Town of Newburgh
intending to vote twice, but took advantage of the situation to do so.  Terrill pled
guilty to a misdemeanor voter registration violation and was sentenced to 12 days to
be served in the alternate sentencing program.  Terrill had a prior felony conviction.
 
The second was against Derek Abbott, then age 44,  whose residence straddles two
towns—Boothbay and Boothbay Harbor.  He admitted to having voted in several
elections twice, asserting that he believed he had the right to do so because he was
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a taxpayer in both towns and wanted to have input into how the towns were
governed.  He could not explain why that sentiment would justify voting twice in
State and federal elections (which he admitted he had done—repeatedly).   On
October 25, 2010, he pled guilty under a deferred disposition agreement that
permitted him to withdraw his guilty plea if he completed 120 hours of community
service.  He successfully completed the requirements, was permitted to withdraw his
plea, and the State dismissed the prosecution.  Abbott had no prior criminal history.
 
The third action was against Donald Wright, then age 78, voted once through early
voting at his residence in Burnham (Waldo County) a few weeks prior to the election
on November 3, 2009.  On election day, he found himself in West Newfield (York
County), where he has a seasonal home.  He voted a second time at the polls in
Newfield.  He claimed that a Newfield friend suggested that they go to the polls to
vote.  Wright appeared to have some cognitive issues (either illness or age related),
and it was unclear whether he remembered that he had already voted in Burnham
when he cast his ballot again at the polls in Newfield.  We resolved his case through
a filing on December 21, 2011, with Wright agreeing to complete 60 hours of
community service or make a $600 contribution to a non-profit organization
approved by this office.   Like Abbott, Wright had no prior criminal history.
 
I’ve attached the indictments for all three cases and the resolutions in two.  Please
feel free to contact me if you need additional information.
 
-Leanne
 
Leanne Robbin
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Maine Office of Attorney General
6 State House Station
Augusta, ME  04333
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