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This story was written by Andy Mannix, Minnesota Daily

Max Sanders' vote does matter. At least it does to the Hennepin County Attorney's Office.

Sanders, a 19-year-old University of Minnesotastudent, was charged with a felony for bribery, treating and solicitation
Thursday after attempting to sell his presidential election vote to the highest bidder on eBay more than a month ago.

"The rules are simple," Sanders explained on the eBay post. "The highest bidder will tell me who to cast my vote for in the
election. I will vote for any candidate of any party, as long as they are on the ballot."
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Sanders also offered to abstain from voting if the winner desired.

"Good luck! You're (sic) country depends on you," Sanders stated on the post.

According to a scarcely visited 1893 Minnesota law, offering to buy or sell a vote is illegal.

Trending News

¢ Live updates: Trump doctors clear discharge, but not "out of the woods yet"
+ Thomas, Alito take aim at gay marriage ruling as court rejects Kim Davis case
¢ Trump says he's going back to the White House tonight

« White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany tests positive for COVID
Deputy County Attorney Pat Diamond said this is because elections are supposed to be a competition of ideas rather than
bankrolls.
"Everybody gets one vote," he explained. "You can't get another one by buying somebody else's."

And the fact that no eBay users were willing to meet Sanders' $10 minimum bid doesn't help him. The law states one only
has to offer to sell a vote for it to be illegal.

However, if someone had bid on the vote, they could have been charged as well, Diamond said.

ADVERTISING

NBCU Peacock

acock
pe "~ Sponsored

BEST OF STREAMING. BEST OF TV.

o
°
P e q Co C k Watch for Free. Upgrade for More.

Reality faves

Sanders declined to comment for this story, but he told a Hennepin County investigator last month that the eBay post was a


https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/president-trump-covid-19-positive-test-latest-news-2020-10-05/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3b
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/supreme-court-turns-away-kim-davis-appeal/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3b
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-covid-walter-reed-white-house-watch-live-stream-today-2020-10-05/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3b
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/secretary-kayleigh-mcenany-tests-positive-covid-19-white-house-press-secretary/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3b
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CYEzNUYp7X9a6I8-SoPwPvb6F0ArY7IbDX5b-so2sDKa82_DQGhABII7PkiRgyaaZjeykgBCgAf7utrkCyAEGqAMBqgTEAU_Qu7YxzxwWKx-5B_ZSUMVCLBGLr0FD-BVFIO-xCQun94JiVd9IBqNNnHrJoTKAv67mmGhoL5ZKGG4PAUzh_LZtNMh5aF-9BWbp5tR-Dmy-mIXMZIDJvfF5okw9EQsLgC3ihwF3VVJgeAVdSLGedqEVkzuGZF_7wybTQXA2y6guKJHcNdgPnptv07Wc0wEFkv6r-T5bFISCdpX280UmrTNYa3sz4YustV8gFaxBgeT83NaVPYjhU_izVArmk2NzGK2E7MDABI3k2aiYA-AEA5AGAaAGN4AH6pDJxgGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gH7NUbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB_yCAxiaWRkZXItNDUxOTKxCe0aYdO5gTSUgAoEmAsByAsBsBP_6tYJ2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoPoAgLYBQt5QIXJHwiMyFeQ&sig=AOD64_2UOvr7RoA_oD3QI_F3z8m3Y3Rt7A&client=ca-pub-6513011533210025&dbm_c=AKAmf-Cq61Q1Ad7cfaTwogohwmqJQzaHJ9vD3SWmv2f7zjLrM5fYwo1T6gs8TyTzhkulC3qlSqUry1dnrC4VHrF8tA7Im7xtmg&dbm_d=AKAmf-B4tXfIkNtyOgdUEJ75jy9EskgsZSIdtxovMfvda2PR_G4SCW-o9_Xdo188cCj8tVrHvU6Vjap5yhRkQDnRdN-tukupfYIn1tFMwj9B_Y7BJfIQ8UspBcmu9sWN_UKyoLk2bRYtC11rvmJma5aZbdX99SiE_7cpG_uYwgktGlLIKD7qr168_FzLy-KiebzZkSn1X17Vq2WmFOS3z3MmbzCV-ZprIQeFf3HLA3_gYerNTyGHY491xq-_83NPDOm9cWSwfo9O8iNVeb6ihYoLw-IqM-IG-LJGVOKxVMrSZxJc3LPDfEk&adurl=https://www.peacocktv.com/?cid=20200831soarpddisp2372&utm_source=tds&utm_medium=pd_display_tg_bnr&utm_campaign=20200831soar&utm_term=282195875&utm_content=137573175
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CYEzNUYp7X9a6I8-SoPwPvb6F0ArY7IbDX5b-so2sDKa82_DQGhABII7PkiRgyaaZjeykgBCgAf7utrkCyAEGqAMBqgTEAU_Qu7YxzxwWKx-5B_ZSUMVCLBGLr0FD-BVFIO-xCQun94JiVd9IBqNNnHrJoTKAv67mmGhoL5ZKGG4PAUzh_LZtNMh5aF-9BWbp5tR-Dmy-mIXMZIDJvfF5okw9EQsLgC3ihwF3VVJgeAVdSLGedqEVkzuGZF_7wybTQXA2y6guKJHcNdgPnptv07Wc0wEFkv6r-T5bFISCdpX280UmrTNYa3sz4YustV8gFaxBgeT83NaVPYjhU_izVArmk2NzGK2E7MDABI3k2aiYA-AEA5AGAaAGN4AH6pDJxgGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gH7NUbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB_yCAxiaWRkZXItNDUxOTKxCe0aYdO5gTSUgAoEmAsByAsBsBP_6tYJ2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoPoAgLYBQt5QIXJHwiMyFeQ&sig=AOD64_2UOvr7RoA_oD3QI_F3z8m3Y3Rt7A&client=ca-pub-6513011533210025&dbm_c=AKAmf-Cq61Q1Ad7cfaTwogohwmqJQzaHJ9vD3SWmv2f7zjLrM5fYwo1T6gs8TyTzhkulC3qlSqUry1dnrC4VHrF8tA7Im7xtmg&dbm_d=AKAmf-B4tXfIkNtyOgdUEJ75jy9EskgsZSIdtxovMfvda2PR_G4SCW-o9_Xdo188cCj8tVrHvU6Vjap5yhRkQDnRdN-tukupfYIn1tFMwj9B_Y7BJfIQ8UspBcmu9sWN_UKyoLk2bRYtC11rvmJma5aZbdX99SiE_7cpG_uYwgktGlLIKD7qr168_FzLy-KiebzZkSn1X17Vq2WmFOS3z3MmbzCV-ZprIQeFf3HLA3_gYerNTyGHY491xq-_83NPDOm9cWSwfo9O8iNVeb6ihYoLw-IqM-IG-LJGVOKxVMrSZxJc3LPDfEk&adurl=https://www.peacocktv.com/?cid=20200831soarpddisp2372&utm_source=tds&utm_medium=pd_display_tg_bnr&utm_campaign=20200831soar&utm_term=282195875&utm_content=137573175
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CYEzNUYp7X9a6I8-SoPwPvb6F0ArY7IbDX5b-so2sDKa82_DQGhABII7PkiRgyaaZjeykgBCgAf7utrkCyAEGqAMBqgTEAU_Qu7YxzxwWKx-5B_ZSUMVCLBGLr0FD-BVFIO-xCQun94JiVd9IBqNNnHrJoTKAv67mmGhoL5ZKGG4PAUzh_LZtNMh5aF-9BWbp5tR-Dmy-mIXMZIDJvfF5okw9EQsLgC3ihwF3VVJgeAVdSLGedqEVkzuGZF_7wybTQXA2y6guKJHcNdgPnptv07Wc0wEFkv6r-T5bFISCdpX280UmrTNYa3sz4YustV8gFaxBgeT83NaVPYjhU_izVArmk2NzGK2E7MDABI3k2aiYA-AEA5AGAaAGN4AH6pDJxgGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gH7NUbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB_yCAxiaWRkZXItNDUxOTKxCe0aYdO5gTSUgAoEmAsByAsBsBP_6tYJ2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoPoAgLYBQt5QIXJHwiMyFeQ&sig=AOD64_2UOvr7RoA_oD3QI_F3z8m3Y3Rt7A&client=ca-pub-6513011533210025&dbm_c=AKAmf-Cq61Q1Ad7cfaTwogohwmqJQzaHJ9vD3SWmv2f7zjLrM5fYwo1T6gs8TyTzhkulC3qlSqUry1dnrC4VHrF8tA7Im7xtmg&dbm_d=AKAmf-B4tXfIkNtyOgdUEJ75jy9EskgsZSIdtxovMfvda2PR_G4SCW-o9_Xdo188cCj8tVrHvU6Vjap5yhRkQDnRdN-tukupfYIn1tFMwj9B_Y7BJfIQ8UspBcmu9sWN_UKyoLk2bRYtC11rvmJma5aZbdX99SiE_7cpG_uYwgktGlLIKD7qr168_FzLy-KiebzZkSn1X17Vq2WmFOS3z3MmbzCV-ZprIQeFf3HLA3_gYerNTyGHY491xq-_83NPDOm9cWSwfo9O8iNVeb6ihYoLw-IqM-IG-LJGVOKxVMrSZxJc3LPDfEk&adurl=https://www.peacocktv.com/?cid=20200831soarpddisp2372&utm_source=tds&utm_medium=pd_display_tg_bnr&utm_campaign=20200831soar&utm_term=282195875&utm_content=137573175
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CYEzNUYp7X9a6I8-SoPwPvb6F0ArY7IbDX5b-so2sDKa82_DQGhABII7PkiRgyaaZjeykgBCgAf7utrkCyAEGqAMBqgTEAU_Qu7YxzxwWKx-5B_ZSUMVCLBGLr0FD-BVFIO-xCQun94JiVd9IBqNNnHrJoTKAv67mmGhoL5ZKGG4PAUzh_LZtNMh5aF-9BWbp5tR-Dmy-mIXMZIDJvfF5okw9EQsLgC3ihwF3VVJgeAVdSLGedqEVkzuGZF_7wybTQXA2y6guKJHcNdgPnptv07Wc0wEFkv6r-T5bFISCdpX280UmrTNYa3sz4YustV8gFaxBgeT83NaVPYjhU_izVArmk2NzGK2E7MDABI3k2aiYA-AEA5AGAaAGN4AH6pDJxgGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gH7NUbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB_yCAxiaWRkZXItNDUxOTKxCe0aYdO5gTSUgAoEmAsByAsBsBP_6tYJ2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoPoAgLYBQt5QIXJHwiMyFeQ&sig=AOD64_2UOvr7RoA_oD3QI_F3z8m3Y3Rt7A&client=ca-pub-6513011533210025&dbm_c=AKAmf-Cq61Q1Ad7cfaTwogohwmqJQzaHJ9vD3SWmv2f7zjLrM5fYwo1T6gs8TyTzhkulC3qlSqUry1dnrC4VHrF8tA7Im7xtmg&dbm_d=AKAmf-B4tXfIkNtyOgdUEJ75jy9EskgsZSIdtxovMfvda2PR_G4SCW-o9_Xdo188cCj8tVrHvU6Vjap5yhRkQDnRdN-tukupfYIn1tFMwj9B_Y7BJfIQ8UspBcmu9sWN_UKyoLk2bRYtC11rvmJma5aZbdX99SiE_7cpG_uYwgktGlLIKD7qr168_FzLy-KiebzZkSn1X17Vq2WmFOS3z3MmbzCV-ZprIQeFf3HLA3_gYerNTyGHY491xq-_83NPDOm9cWSwfo9O8iNVeb6ihYoLw-IqM-IG-LJGVOKxVMrSZxJc3LPDfEk&adurl=https://www.peacocktv.com/?cid=20200831soarpddisp2372&utm_source=tds&utm_medium=pd_display_tg_bnr&utm_campaign=20200831soar&utm_term=282195875&utm_content=137573175
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CYEzNUYp7X9a6I8-SoPwPvb6F0ArY7IbDX5b-so2sDKa82_DQGhABII7PkiRgyaaZjeykgBCgAf7utrkCyAEGqAMBqgTEAU_Qu7YxzxwWKx-5B_ZSUMVCLBGLr0FD-BVFIO-xCQun94JiVd9IBqNNnHrJoTKAv67mmGhoL5ZKGG4PAUzh_LZtNMh5aF-9BWbp5tR-Dmy-mIXMZIDJvfF5okw9EQsLgC3ihwF3VVJgeAVdSLGedqEVkzuGZF_7wybTQXA2y6guKJHcNdgPnptv07Wc0wEFkv6r-T5bFISCdpX280UmrTNYa3sz4YustV8gFaxBgeT83NaVPYjhU_izVArmk2NzGK2E7MDABI3k2aiYA-AEA5AGAaAGN4AH6pDJxgGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gH7NUbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB_yCAxiaWRkZXItNDUxOTKxCe0aYdO5gTSUgAoEmAsByAsBsBP_6tYJ2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoPoAgLYBQt5QIXJHwiMyFeQ&sig=AOD64_2UOvr7RoA_oD3QI_F3z8m3Y3Rt7A&client=ca-pub-6513011533210025&dbm_c=AKAmf-Cq61Q1Ad7cfaTwogohwmqJQzaHJ9vD3SWmv2f7zjLrM5fYwo1T6gs8TyTzhkulC3qlSqUry1dnrC4VHrF8tA7Im7xtmg&dbm_d=AKAmf-B4tXfIkNtyOgdUEJ75jy9EskgsZSIdtxovMfvda2PR_G4SCW-o9_Xdo188cCj8tVrHvU6Vjap5yhRkQDnRdN-tukupfYIn1tFMwj9B_Y7BJfIQ8UspBcmu9sWN_UKyoLk2bRYtC11rvmJma5aZbdX99SiE_7cpG_uYwgktGlLIKD7qr168_FzLy-KiebzZkSn1X17Vq2WmFOS3z3MmbzCV-ZprIQeFf3HLA3_gYerNTyGHY491xq-_83NPDOm9cWSwfo9O8iNVeb6ihYoLw-IqM-IG-LJGVOKxVMrSZxJc3LPDfEk&adurl=https://www.peacocktv.com/?cid=20200831soarpddisp2372&utm_source=tds&utm_medium=pd_display_tg_bnr&utm_campaign=20200831soar&utm_term=282195875&utm_content=137573175
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CYEzNUYp7X9a6I8-SoPwPvb6F0ArY7IbDX5b-so2sDKa82_DQGhABII7PkiRgyaaZjeykgBCgAf7utrkCyAEGqAMBqgTEAU_Qu7YxzxwWKx-5B_ZSUMVCLBGLr0FD-BVFIO-xCQun94JiVd9IBqNNnHrJoTKAv67mmGhoL5ZKGG4PAUzh_LZtNMh5aF-9BWbp5tR-Dmy-mIXMZIDJvfF5okw9EQsLgC3ihwF3VVJgeAVdSLGedqEVkzuGZF_7wybTQXA2y6guKJHcNdgPnptv07Wc0wEFkv6r-T5bFISCdpX280UmrTNYa3sz4YustV8gFaxBgeT83NaVPYjhU_izVArmk2NzGK2E7MDABI3k2aiYA-AEA5AGAaAGN4AH6pDJxgGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gH7NUbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB_yCAxiaWRkZXItNDUxOTKxCe0aYdO5gTSUgAoEmAsByAsBsBP_6tYJ2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoPoAgLYBQt5QIXJHwiMyFeQ&sig=AOD64_2UOvr7RoA_oD3QI_F3z8m3Y3Rt7A&client=ca-pub-6513011533210025&dbm_c=AKAmf-Cq61Q1Ad7cfaTwogohwmqJQzaHJ9vD3SWmv2f7zjLrM5fYwo1T6gs8TyTzhkulC3qlSqUry1dnrC4VHrF8tA7Im7xtmg&dbm_d=AKAmf-B4tXfIkNtyOgdUEJ75jy9EskgsZSIdtxovMfvda2PR_G4SCW-o9_Xdo188cCj8tVrHvU6Vjap5yhRkQDnRdN-tukupfYIn1tFMwj9B_Y7BJfIQ8UspBcmu9sWN_UKyoLk2bRYtC11rvmJma5aZbdX99SiE_7cpG_uYwgktGlLIKD7qr168_FzLy-KiebzZkSn1X17Vq2WmFOS3z3MmbzCV-ZprIQeFf3HLA3_gYerNTyGHY491xq-_83NPDOm9cWSwfo9O8iNVeb6ihYoLw-IqM-IG-LJGVOKxVMrSZxJc3LPDfEk&adurl=https://www.peacocktv.com/?cid=20200831soarpddisp2372&utm_source=tds&utm_medium=pd_display_tg_bnr&utm_campaign=20200831soar&utm_term=282195875&utm_content=137573175
https://youradchoices.com/

joke.

Minnesota law states that Sanders could face up to five years in prison and a $10,000 fine, but Diamond said that won't

happen.

"Clearly this is not a case where somebody has to go to prison," Diamond said. "This is the kind of case where you need to

make it clear to the person that what they did was wrong, and maybe put a little bit back into the community."

Diamond was not more specific on the sentence his office will recommend.

University election law professor David Schultz said that with the unusual specifics of this case, there's no recent precedent

in Minnesota.

"More common is when someone tries to bribe someone to vote a particular way," he said. "I've never seen, in Minnesota

law, a situation where somebody (tries to sell their vote) on an auction basis."

Schultz said there is also a federal anti-bribery law that Sanders violated, but it isn't likely that the U.S. Department of Justice

will get involved with the case because "it's small potatoes."
Sanders will likely make his first court appearance in mid-August, Diamond said.

-Andy Mannix is a senior staff reporter.
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