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Superior Court judge voids election of one Perth Amboy council member and orders new election.

By Sue Epstein | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com

NEW BRUNSWICK — A judge in New Brunswick ordered a new election Thursday for
one seat on Perth Amboy's city council, finding there was voter fraud that led to at

least 13 ballots illegally cast.

Superior Court Judge Heidi Willis Currier vacated the election of Fernando Gonzalez
and ordered the Middlesex County Board of Elections to hold a new election in 45 to
50 days.
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Currier ruled in favor of Sergio Diaz who filed suit contesting the election, in
particularly the handling of the mail-in ballots, after he was declared the loser in
November.

The results certified by the Middlesex County Board of Elections showed Diaz with
2,288 votes and Gonzalez with 2,297. The big difference was in the mail-in or voter-by-
mail ballots where Diaz had 423 and Gonzalez had 634.

The law suit was tried on March 2, 3, and 4 by Judge Currier in New Brunswick, who
announced her decision Wednesday and issued her order Thursday, overturning the
election results and requiring a special election for the now vacant position.

"l am grateful and pleased that the court has ordered a new election in Perth Amboy,"
Diaz said. "More than a personal victory for me, it is a victory for all law abiding voters
in Perth Amboy and a victory for the rule of law."

Neither Gonzalez nor his attorney, George B. Forbes, could be reached for comment.

Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz blamed the judge's ruling on Leslie Dominguez
Rodriguez, the chairwoman of the local Democratic organization, and called for her to
resign.

" A Superior Court judge ruled that there has been rampant voter fraud committed in
last year's council election at the direction of and with the full participation of
(Dominguez Rodriguez)," said Diaz, a Democrat, adding, "l am disappointed that this
kind of fraud occurred in our city."

Calling on the party chairwoman to resign, the mayor said, "as a lifelong Democrat, |
am appalled that someone who has engaged in voter fraud is the leader of our party."

In his summation brief to the judge, Diaz's attorney, William Northgrave, claimed that
at least 13 of the mail-in ballots were either tampered with or people's names were on
them who did not vote.

He reviewed the witnesses called in the trial, including a woman who said she did not
know her address and did not recall applying for or voting on a ballot in the election
despite records she did apply, receive and vote on one.



"It is undisputed that illegal votes that exceeded the margin of victory were counted in
this election," Northgrave said in his brief.

The judge's decision did not apply to the other two council winners, Joel Pabon Sr. and
William Petrick.

Sue Epstein may be reached at sepstein@njadvancemedia.com. Follow her on Twitter

@susan_epstein. Find NJ.com on Facebook.
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