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Shalom Lamm charged with voter fraud
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BLOOMINGBURG — Residents have been shouting it at village board meetings
for years: Shalom Lamm orchestrated voter fraud in the Village of Bloomingburg

in order to push forward his 396-unit Hasidic townhouse development, Chestnut
Ridge.

On Thursday, the FBI arrested Lamm and charged him and two others with
conspiracy to corrupt the electoral process - voter fraud. Former Mamakating
Town Supervisor Harold Baird has pleaded guilty to conspiracy to submit false

voter registrations, according to court papers.

According to the federal indictment, Chestnut Ridge developers Lamm and
Kenneth Nakdimen and their associate, Volvy “Zev” Smilowitz, bribed people
from outside the village with money, subsidies and other items of value to entice
them to vote in the March 2014 village election. Lamm and Nakdimen, through
their real estate company, allegedly paid one recruiter $500 per voter, with
payments totaling $31,000. The conspirators allegedly backdated false lease
agreements for uninhabited properties they owned in Bloomingburg, picked up
mail from uninhabited homes where fraudulent voters were registered, and
planted household items like toothbrushes and toothpaste to make unoccupied

apartments appear lived in.

After losing a 2013 town supervisor re-election bid, Baird registered to vote in
the village and then ran for a village trustee seat in the March 2014 election,

despite not living in the village, court papers said.

Lamm, Nakdimen and Smilowitz were arrested by the FBI Thursday morning.
They were arraigned in federal court in White Plains, in front of U.S. Magistrate
Judge Judith McCarthy. Lamm was released after posting a $200,000 bond,
according to his Manhattan attorneys, Larry Krantz and Gordon Mehler.
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“Shalom Lamm has been aware of this investigation for almost three years, and is
eager to defend himself against this unfounded charge,” a statement released by

the attorneys said. “We intend to fight the charge vigorously at trial.”

The voter fraud charges stem from a multi-million dollar development scheme
that began in 2006, when Lamm and Nakdimen chose Bloomingburg, a village of
only about 400 residents on the southeastern edge of Sullivan County, to start
developing real estate with an eye toward creating a Satmar community that
could serve potentially thousands of Hasidic families. Secret development
documents uncovered earlier this year and cited in the indictment said
Bloomingburg was chosen specifically because it was the smallest village in the
state, and initial occupancy of Chestnut Ridge would give Hasidic residents

control of local government, zoning and ordinances.

‘It vindicates us’

Mamakating Town Supervisor Bill Herrmann, who beat out Baird in 2013, has
been a leader in the opposition against Lamm and Chestnut Ridge since taking

office. He was thrilled to learn of the indictment.
“It vindicates us,” Herrmann said.

Lamm repeatedly slammed his opposition as anti-Semitic. He filed a federal
discrimination lawsuit against the Mamakating and Bloomingburg governments,

which was recently settled by the municipalities’ insurance companies.
“Obviously we're not anti-Semites,” Herrmann said. “Somebody’s guilty of fraud.”

Holly Roche, who started the Rural Community Coalition in opposition of

Chestnut Ridge, said she hopes these indictments are just the beginning.

“I think [the current administration] must be shivering in their boots, and I
think they should be,” Roche said.

Current mayor Russell Wood did not return multiple requests for comment on
Thursday.

More to come



The public learned of the federal investigation into Lamm’s activities when the
FBI raided his Bloomingburg offices right before the March 2014 election.
Residents like John Kahrs and members of the RCC have been providing
evidence to the FBI for years. The Orange and Sullivan County District
Attorney’s offices, Orange and Sullivan County Sheriff’s offices, the Internal
Revenue Service, U.S. Postal Inspection Service and the Election Crimes Branch
of the Department of Justice Public Integrity Section all participated in the
investigation, led by the FBI's Hudson Valley White Collar Crime Task Force.

This is just the tip of the iceberg of corruption in Bloomingburg, Kahrs said, and

he expects more to come from the investigation.
“I hope this is the death by a thousand cuts,” Kahrs said.

The last several years of controversy have included a pile of lawsuits, almost all
of which were dismissed or settled in Lamm’s favor, including a recent $2.9
million payout by the town and village. Supervisor Herrmann said lawyers are

already discussing next steps.
“We will be back in court,” Herrmann said.

-aloviza@th-record.com



mailto:-aloviza@th-record.com

