10/23/2020 Former mayor of Charlotte Patrick Cannon pleads guilty to voter-fraud charge - Triad Business Journal

Subscribe now — Limited time offer

Please Sign In and use this article's on page print button to print this article.

NEWS

Ex-Charlotte mayor pleads guilty to voter-fraud
charge

Patrick Cannon was mayor of Charlotte for little
more than three months before he was arrested
by the FBI, charged with accepting more than
$50,000 in bribes from undercover agents.

By Jen Wilson
Associate Editor, Charlotte Business Journal

Mar 16, 2016, 2:23pm EDT

It's two years this month since Patrick Cannon, Charlotte's mayor at the time, was
arrested by the FBI and charged with corruption. Today, he was back in the city for a
court appearance.

Cannon reportedly pleaded guilty Wednesday morning to attempted voter fraud, a
misdemeanor.

Cannon was slapped with a felony voter-fraud charge after he cast an absentee ballot
in the 2014 mid-term election in the weeks following his sentencing. As a newly
convicted felon, Cannon had lost his right to vote.
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At the time, Cannon apologized and said he had voted by mistake, that he was simply
not thinking about what he was doing.

Cannon was transported from a federal prison in West Virginia this week to answer the
charge. The Charlotte Observer reported that pleading guilty to the lesser voter-fraud
charge is not expected to impact his release from prison. He is due to be released in
January, but he could be placed on house arrest or moved to a halfway house as early
as this summer, according to that report.

A longtime City Council member prior to being elected mayor, Cannon held that office
for little more than three months before his arrest and resignation in March 2014. He
was accused of accepting more than $50,000 in bribes from undercover FBI agents.
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Grubb Properties' car-free apartment development in Charlotte narrowly wins
approval
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