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Ex-ACORN worker enters guilty plea 

Nov 25, 2008 

MEDIA COURTHOUSE -- A Chester man entered a negotiated guilty plea Monday on 

forgery, identity theft and tampering with public records offenses.

The charges were filed against 34-year-old Jemar Barksdale as a result of invalid voter 

registration applications he submitted, according to the Delaware County District 

Attorney's Office.

Barksdale, who entered the plea before Common Pleas Judge Patricia H. Jenkins, was 

sentenced to serve six to 23 months on electronic home monitoring, to undergo a 

psychiatric evaluation, perform eight hours of community service, to pay court costs and 

restitution in the amount of $574 to the Association of Community Organization for 

Reform Now (ACORN).

Back in October, county District Attorney G. Michael Green said Barksdale had provided 

18 fraudulent and 22 completely fictitious voter registration applications to the county 

voter registration office.

Krista Holub, ACORN Political Operations in Philadelphia, said in a prepared release that 

ACORN is satisfied with the outcome of the case. Barksdale was an employee for eight 

days, from late May through early June.
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"PA ACORN hired over 1,300 employees across the state and are proud of our hard 

working canvassers who helped neighbors and friends register to vote."

Deputy District Attorney Gregory Hurchalla prosecuted the case.

-- ROSE QUINN
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