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Former Harmar police chief admits to election
tampering
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Former Harmar police Chief Richard Allan Toney will spend three years on probation for

tampering with a municipal election and hindering subsequent county and federal

investigations, a federal judge ruled Thursday.

As part of his plea agreement with the government, Toney, 58, pleaded guilty to a single count

of conspiracy immediately prior to his sentencing. The government agreed to probation.

Before the 2009 primary election, Toney asked several voters to apply for absentee ballots,

delivered their applications to the Allegheny County Election Board and then delivered the

completed ballots to the board, said Assistant U.S. Attorney Jonathan Ortiz.

Toney's wife, Kim Toney, and Jerry Chalmers won the Democratic race for supervisor as each

received more than 50 absentee votes. Democratic challenger Bob Exler and Republican

candidates Bob Seibert and Jim DiPalma unsuccessfully challenged the validity of the absentee

ballots. Toney also ran in the primary, unopposed, for a constable position.
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If the case had gone to trial, one government witness would have testified that Toney told him

whom to vote for, Ortiz said. Some of the witnesses felt intimidated because Toney was a

Harmar police officer at the time, he said.

He was police chief from 1998 to 2004 before being fired. Harmar rehired him in 2006 as a

captain before he retired.

Ortiz said Toney persuaded at least one of the voters to lie during a post-election hearing in

Allegheny County Common Pleas Court about whether the voter was in town during the

election and to subsequently lie to federal investigators. Part of the evidence includes taped

conversations in which Toney encourages the other person to keep lying, Ortiz said.

When U.S. District Judge Donetta Ambrose asked Toney if he agreed with Ortiz's summary of

the evidence, Toney paused, sighed and said, “Yes, your honor.”

Toney's lawyer, Steven Townsend, said after the hearing that the charge against his client was

the result of small-town politics and that the government's evidence that he tampered with the

election was questionable.

Though the plea allows him to avoid prison and won't affect his pension, Toney's main reason

for agreeing to the deal was to spare his family a trial, Townsend said.

“This would have been a contentious trial,” he said.
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Brian Bowling is a staff writer for Trib Total Media. He can be reached at 412-325-4301 or

bbowling@tribweb.com (mailto:bbowling@tribweb.com).
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