Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has previously used the Fort Worth case as an example of why the Voter ID law is needed. JOHN DAVENPORT AP
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FORT WORTH

A Fort Worth woman who has been used as an example of why voter ID laws are
needed pleaded guilty twice last week in a voter fraud case.

On Tuesday, as Hazel Brionne Woodard lay partially unconscious in a Tarrant
County courtroom, she muttered to paramedics that she confessed to a crime that
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Woodward was sentenced to two years of deferred adjudication probation on her
initial plea, but Judge Ruben Gonzales did not make it official because of her medical
issues.

Woodard was back in the courtroom Friday, when Gonzales gave her an opportunity
to withdraw her guilty plea and have a jury trial, saying he had a “strong concern”
that she did not admit to her crime.
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Woodard then readmitted her guilt and took the probation offer.

“There is no doubt that after today that you admit to this crime,” Gonzales said
Friday.

Woodward’s plea was the latest twist in a case that has been used as an example of
what’e wrnno with the Tevac vntino eueteam WWhen cha wiac indirtad in 2011 — ninder
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expected soon.

Even as it meanders through the halls of justice, the law was tweaked by the Texas
Legislature with new legislation — signed by Gov. Abbott in May — that allows
potential voters to obtain a free copy of their birth certificate, provided they use the
document to get a photo ID that will allow them to vote.

The law’s opponents argue that fraud is rare and actual voter impersonation is
virtually nonexistent.

Voter ID advocates say their opposition and the lower courts that have ruled against
them do not understand that people need assurances that the Texas vote is valid.

The voting rights issue re-emerged on the national scene last week, when
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton urged Washington lawmakers to pass a bill to
restore the Voting Rights Act during a speech at historically black Texas Southern
University in Houston. The Supreme Court struck down a key portion of the Voting
Rights Act in 2013 and allowed some states to make significant changes in their
election laws.

Myrna Perez, director of the Voting Rights and Elections Project for the Brennan
Center for Justice at the New York University School of Law, said the new birth
certificate law in Texas does not address a lack of voter education, a lack of voter
access and other issues including travel.

Perez also said there is no money in the new legislation to inform voters that they
can get a free copy of their birth certificate.
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Authorities arrest teenager in

Local Spotlight
e Fall Cleanups N
Fall Cleanups NRH Jeremy 817-569-0326
o All Phases Home/Rentals/Remodel

All Phases home/rentals/ remodel/ repairs, handyman,
25yrs of satisfied customers. 817-455-1382

e ELECTRICAL Contr

ELECTRICAL Contractor Veteran Owned & Operated.
Comm, Res & Ind'l. 682-258-9905 TECL #26354
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EATS BEAT CRIME CRIME

Thanksgiving safety tips include a Two killed, three injured in early Man shot after refusing to ‘hot rod’
warning: Watching Dallas morning shootings in Fort Worth, car in strip club parking lot, Fort
Cowboys can be dangerous police say Worth police say
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ELECTIONS

These DFW cities hold ‘the power’
to turn Texas blue, Beto O’Rourke
tells volunteers

FORT WORTH | |

A different kind of Armistice Day. If You Have More Than $1,000 in
Truce declared between Fort the Bank, Make These 4 Moves
Worth and Dallas in 1946. ASAPI[2
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