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Ex-ACORN worker: 'l paid the price' for voter registration fraud

Story Highlights

Clifton Mitchell is one of few ACORN workers convicted of voter registration fraud
Mitchell: ACORN threatened to close his office if workers didn't meet quotas
Allegations of voter registration fraud have surfaced in several states

Study: Person more likely to get struck by lightning than commit voter fraud
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SEATTLE, Washington (CNN) -- Clifton Mitchell helped register nearly 2,000 voters for the community group ACORN. But not one of them actually
existed.

Clifton Mitchell filled out voter cards using fake birthdays, Social Security numbers and baby-name books.

"I regret it. I paid the price for it," he said.
Mitchell was convicted last year and spent nearly three months in prison. He's one of the few ACORN workers convicted of voter registration fraud.

Today, he lives with his wife and two boys, ages 3 and 1, in a small apartment in suburban Seattle, Washington. Mitchell said he scammed the system
because, "I needed money; I had to support my family and I was new to the area. It was the only job I had."

Mitchell said ACORN threatened to close the office if he and his team didn't meet their quota to register 13 to 20 voters a day. So, without consulting thei
supervisors, he said, they came up with a plan.

"We came up with the idea: Let's make fraudulent cards. I tell my crew, 'l don't care how you get 'em, just get 'em,' " Mitchell recalled. =" Watch Mitchell
explain how they created voters »

They took addresses from homeless shelters, used fake birthdays and Social Security numbers and took names from baby books to create voters out of thi
air.

'American Morning'


https://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/
javascript:cnnHideOverlay('cnnShareThisStory123')
javascript:cnnShowOverlay('cnnShareThisStory123');
https://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/10/22/voter.fraud/?iref=nextin
https://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/10/22/voter.fraud/video.html#cnnSTCVideo
https://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/american.morning/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/politics
https://www.cnn.com/search

Q

see full schedule »

"Every day I'd go to the library and get a newspaper," Mitchell said. "I had one guy who'd go to the phone book. Everyone had different methods."

The secretary of state called it "the worst case of voter registration fraud in the history of the state of Washington." ACORN was fined $25,000 and
ordered to improve its oversight.

The group is under investigation in 10 states for voter registration fraud, and Republican presidential candidate John McCain's campaign has accused
ACORN of trying to rig the election for Democrats.

But University of Washington law professor Eric Schnapper says the idea of fake cards turning into real votes is a myth.

"There are no known instances of fictitious people actually voting," Schnapper said. "You look at some of the names: Mickey Mouse. Dr. Seuss. Mickey
Mouse only votes in Disneyland. He's not going to show up at a critical precinct in West Virginia or North Carolina."

Schnapper said that if anyone should be upset, it's ACORN.

"The victims of this are the people who paid these workers $8 an hour to go out and find legitimate voters, and ... they didn't get their $8 worth; they put
down phony names," Schnapper said.

Schnapper said he's worked on Republican and Democratic campaigns and has paid people to hand out leaflets or register voters. He said some of the
workers do their jobs and some don't.
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Obama camp calls for special prosecutor in fraud probe
Ex-GOP operative tells 'how to rig_an election'

Florida hopes to avoid recount repeat

Early voting suggests record turnout

ACORN said it has registered well more than 1 million voters, most of them Democrats. Though the group is under investigation in a number of swing
states, such as Ohio and Nevada, amid accusations that it turned in fake voter registration cards, Schnapper said there's no evidence that any worker
intended to commit voter fraud and actually take those names, produce phony identification and vote on Election Day.

Threats of criminal prosecution may scare some groups into closing voter registration drives, according to Schnapper. It could scare actual voters away
from the polls as well, he said, "and that really does affect the outcomes of the election."

A report from the nonpartisan Brennan Center for Justice at the New York University Law School supports his claim. Researchers reviewed voter fraud
claims across the country and found that most were caused by technical glitches, clerical errors or mistakes made by voters. One other finding: A person i

more likely to be struck by lightning than to impersonate another voter at the polls.

ACORN has recently released a video on the Internet called "Fight Back: The Truth About ACORN." It uses a mix of interviews and video to fight what
the group calls Republican efforts to suppress voter turnout.

|» advertisement
CNN asked Clifton Mitchell whether he and his team, at any point, got together to try to rig the election.

"When I did it, when my team did it, it wasn't to steal any election," Mitchell said. "They're just trying to keep a job. But understand, I blame myself. I ca1
only blame myself."
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