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A second member of Scott Taylor’s 2018 campaign staff pleaded guilty Thursday to her role in aA second member of Scott Taylor’s 2018 campaign staff pleaded guilty Thursday to her role in a

petition scandal that might have cost the former congressman re-election that year.petition scandal that might have cost the former congressman re-election that year.

Roberta Marciano, 24, initially was charged with felony election fraud, but was allowed to pleadRoberta Marciano, 24, initially was charged with felony election fraud, but was allowed to plead

to a misdemeanor count instead.to a misdemeanor count instead.

She received a one-year suspended jail sentence and was fined $1,000 as part of a pleaShe received a one-year suspended jail sentence and was fined $1,000 as part of a plea

agreement. It was the same deal offered to a former co-worker earlier this year.agreement. It was the same deal offered to a former co-worker earlier this year.

A third staffer is awaiting trial on similar charges.A third staffer is awaiting trial on similar charges.
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The plea in Virginia Beach Circuit Court came as a lawyer for Taylor said this week thatThe plea in Virginia Beach Circuit Court came as a lawyer for Taylor said this week that

prosecutors have indicated he won’t be facing any charges in the case.prosecutors have indicated he won’t be facing any charges in the case.

Diane Toscano contacted the special prosecutor assigned to the investigation after he told TheDiane Toscano contacted the special prosecutor assigned to the investigation after he told The

Virginian-Pilot earlier this month he expected to seek at least one more indictment in the caseVirginian-Pilot earlier this month he expected to seek at least one more indictment in the case

and that no one, including Taylor, had been cleared.and that no one, including Taylor, had been cleared.

Toscano said Roanoke Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney John Beamer told her there’s “noToscano said Roanoke Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney John Beamer told her there’s “no

direct evidence implicating” Taylor in the scheme. The prosecutor also said the next indictmentdirect evidence implicating” Taylor in the scheme. The prosecutor also said the next indictment

he plans to seek in the case will not be against Taylor, according to Toscano.he plans to seek in the case will not be against Taylor, according to Toscano.

“Your recent statements to the media have created innuendo in our community, casting a false“Your recent statements to the media have created innuendo in our community, casting a false

cloud over Mr. Taylor’s head less than 60 days before a federal election,” Toscano wrote in a lettercloud over Mr. Taylor’s head less than 60 days before a federal election,” Toscano wrote in a letter

to Beamer that she provided to The Pilot.to Beamer that she provided to The Pilot.
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“If it was not your intent to do so, please clear this up immediately by issuing a public statement“If it was not your intent to do so, please clear this up immediately by issuing a public statement

that confirms what you told me expressly.”that confirms what you told me expressly.”

Beamer declined Wednesday to discuss Toscano’s claims and his boss, RoanokeBeamer declined Wednesday to discuss Toscano’s claims and his boss, Roanoke

Commonwealth’s Attorney Donald Caldwell, didn’t respond to an email seeking comment.Commonwealth’s Attorney Donald Caldwell, didn’t respond to an email seeking comment.

Following the plea, Taylor’s campaign issued a statement.Following the plea, Taylor’s campaign issued a statement.

“Scott Taylor had no knowledge of any wrongdoing and has never been under investigation,” it“Scott Taylor had no knowledge of any wrongdoing and has never been under investigation,” it

read. “Those involved in any illicit behavior can and should be held accountable.”read. “Those involved in any illicit behavior can and should be held accountable.”

Marciano’s attorney, Eric Plumlee, told reporters that his client was glad to finally put theMarciano’s attorney, Eric Plumlee, told reporters that his client was glad to finally put the

proceedings behind her.proceedings behind her.

“She would like the public to know what those closest to her have known all along, that she is a“She would like the public to know what those closest to her have known all along, that she is a

woman of integrity and high moral character and that she never intended to engage in fraudulentwoman of integrity and high moral character and that she never intended to engage in fraudulent

behavior or perform any act that would compromise the integrity of the election process,”behavior or perform any act that would compromise the integrity of the election process,”

Plumlee said.Plumlee said.

Taylor, a Republican elected to the 2nd District seat in 2016, lost his bid for a second term toTaylor, a Republican elected to the 2nd District seat in 2016, lost his bid for a second term to

Democrat Elaine Luria in 2018. He is challenging her again this year.Democrat Elaine Luria in 2018. He is challenging her again this year.

His 2018 campaign was rocked just a few months before the election, when allegations surfacedHis 2018 campaign was rocked just a few months before the election, when allegations surfaced

that several of his employees had turned in fraudulent petition signatures in an effort to get athat several of his employees had turned in fraudulent petition signatures in an effort to get a

spoiler candidate added to the ballot.spoiler candidate added to the ballot.

Separate investigations by The Virginian-PilotSeparate investigations by The Virginian-Pilot, WHRO Public Media and state Democrats, WHRO Public Media and state Democrats

showed that dozens of the signatures submitted by Taylor’s staffers in support of Independentshowed that dozens of the signatures submitted by Taylor’s staffers in support of Independent

candidate Shaun Browncandidate Shaun Brown   had been forged. At least four of the people named were dead.had been forged. At least four of the people named were dead.

Brown ran as a Democrat against Taylor in 2016, but when she failed to win the party’sBrown ran as a Democrat against Taylor in 2016, but when she failed to win the party’s

nomination in 2018 she decided to run as an independent. She needed 1,000 valid signatures tonomination in 2018 she decided to run as an independent. She needed 1,000 valid signatures to

make the ballot.make the ballot.

Taylor conceded afterward that he knew his staff was gathering signatures to help Brown, butTaylor conceded afterward that he knew his staff was gathering signatures to help Brown, but

said he was unaware of any illegal activity relating to that effort. Brown’s campaign has said theysaid he was unaware of any illegal activity relating to that effort. Brown’s campaign has said they

didn’t know about it.didn’t know about it.

Before submitting the petitions, Taylor’s campaign workers had to sign a notarized affidavit inBefore submitting the petitions, Taylor’s campaign workers had to sign a notarized affidavit in

which they promised they’d witnessed all the signatures on them. They also acknowledged thatwhich they promised they’d witnessed all the signatures on them. They also acknowledged that

failure to do so would make them guilty of a felony.failure to do so would make them guilty of a felony.

While 13 people named on documents turned in by Marciano told The Pilot that their signaturesWhile 13 people named on documents turned in by Marciano told The Pilot that their signatures

had been forged, the agreement she reached with prosecutors only says she signed off on twohad been forged, the agreement she reached with prosecutors only says she signed off on two

pages circulated by someone else and that she hadn’t witnessed the signatures on them, which ispages circulated by someone else and that she hadn’t witnessed the signatures on them, which is

a violation of the law.a violation of the law.

Those two pages actually had been passed around by Tina Mapes, a lieutenant in the VirginiaThose two pages actually had been passed around by Tina Mapes, a lieutenant in the Virginia

Beach Sheriff’s Office, and Cole Trower, the agreement said.Beach Sheriff’s Office, and Cole Trower, the agreement said.
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“Ms. Marciano never forged anyone’s signature, fabricated any voter profiles or did anything to“Ms. Marciano never forged anyone’s signature, fabricated any voter profiles or did anything to

supply information on any of the petitions in question,” Plumlee, the defense attorney, said.supply information on any of the petitions in question,” Plumlee, the defense attorney, said.

“Rather, Ms. Marciano’s misstep was to sign several petitions which were placed in front of her.“Rather, Ms. Marciano’s misstep was to sign several petitions which were placed in front of her.

Given her youth and inexperience in the process, Ms. Marciano was naive to what was takingGiven her youth and inexperience in the process, Ms. Marciano was naive to what was taking

place and is incredibly disappointed in herself for not being more diligent in asking questions.”place and is incredibly disappointed in herself for not being more diligent in asking questions.”

Virginia Beach Commonwealth’s Attorney Colin Stolle stepped aside immediately after learningVirginia Beach Commonwealth’s Attorney Colin Stolle stepped aside immediately after learning

about the fraud claims, leading to the appointment of the special prosecutor.about the fraud claims, leading to the appointment of the special prosecutor.

The Roanoke Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office secured its first indictment in the case in MayThe Roanoke Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office secured its first indictment in the case in May

2019 against 2019 against Lauren Creekmore PeabodyLauren Creekmore Peabody. The second was issued in March against . The second was issued in March against MarcianoMarciano and and

a third was handed down earlier this month for a third was handed down earlier this month for Heather GuillotHeather Guillot..

All three were initially charged with felony election fraud, which carries a maximum sentence ofAll three were initially charged with felony election fraud, which carries a maximum sentence of

10 years in prison.10 years in prison.

Peabody pleaded guilty Peabody pleaded guilty in March to willful neglect of an election duty, a misdemeanor. Likein March to willful neglect of an election duty, a misdemeanor. Like

Marciano, she was fined $1,000, received a one-year suspended jail sentence and was ordered toMarciano, she was fined $1,000, received a one-year suspended jail sentence and was ordered to

remain on good behavior for a year.remain on good behavior for a year.

Jane Harper, 757-222-5097, Jane Harper, 757-222-5097, jane.harper@pilotonline.comjane.harper@pilotonline.com

News as it breaks: News as it breaks: All our breaking news stories, sent as often as we have them.All our breaking news stories, sent as often as we have them.

katie.blair@heritage.org SIGN UP

By signing up, you agree to our By signing up, you agree to our Terms of UseTerms of Use, , Privacy PolicyPrivacy Policy, and to receive emails from The, and to receive emails from The

Virginian-Pilot.Virginian-Pilot.

Around the WebAround the Web

Diabetes is Not from Sweets! Meet theDiabetes is Not from Sweets! Meet the

Main Enemy of DiabetesMain Enemy of Diabetes

https://www.pilotonline.com/news/crime/article_ce77b7d6-45d7-11e9-9981-f3402f13d9fd.html
https://www.pilotonline.com/news/crime/article_ce77b7d6-45d7-11e9-9981-f3402f13d9fd.html
https://www.pilotonline.com/news/crime/vp-nw-taylor-staffer-20200908-wq2cxajeyvfc7cxnlfotz2bmwe-story.html
https://www.pilotonline.com/news/crime/vp-nw-election-fraud-plea-20200303-g3aauh2srfho3ms75oukklioqy-story.html
mailto:jane.harper@pilotonline.com
https://www.pilotonline.com/2020/09/24/second-former-scott-taylor-campaign-staffer-pleads-guilty-to-election-fraud/
https://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy/?G2I_ActionId=124162&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilotonline.com%2F2020%2F09%2F24%2Fsecond-former-scott-taylor-campaign-staffer-pleads-guilty-to-election-fraud%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/VeAgzxYpEF6_csGYwlexEW1xjsUP80iZCp0akqfx7QYjM0S5lnw1Og6TQsvo4LoZm3SlCCa0d97rUh7IpUZtEihy2Qj9wh6f2cTSXQNfsrXUViauGz9EBlM34ZVQBOOPggOfA-VOhDZts_w5G_w3uzWlJ5KSltItRGn8wTVLpW-IgeyKSIAoDTDcN0T2pvkoozZawSpgRUYqBUTdYa_CGp54IuZuZrsCLm9NTU8tjneue4nQnHTuT4RoA-Hq4nawzfMAd_gwOa7biV50VaNlIiEroBgLe1JlGr7-ucLAZyya314c3D_IpcdA8-s1_vziKcQPfNHWWVuOBpkc3Ab_ZXYXRn_Isky5gioY2CNxZa9ZvDEOdm-LPyn1LPYAImL0y7z1KitpnjuAkMvIfvHblTUWRGmESSaF4WmXs9a0iiq6VTN8CfGhS617oV2l6-oERTe7OGn8QjzJSv2YjtG-y0uKLgxvmsA6OmXfyTmqbr8_S13pXtB1xTnelA?p=GgFDMPTv-rQGOiRhNjMyODg4My1iZDMyLTRjZjktYWExMy1mNjYyNGUzNTBjZThCJDEzNjEwOTg1LWU1NTYtNDJkMi04ZDFmLWI2MDQzZTVkZjgyNEoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWLWcEWIPcGlsb3RvbmxpbmUuY29tagdkZXNrdG9wkAEB2AGyjvABkQIzMzMzMzPrP6oCDzE5OC4xODcuMTQ3LjEwM-oCEQoIZ3JheV9pbXASBWZhbHNl6gISCgl0ZXN0X21vZGUSBWZhbHNl6gIXCg51cHNjYWxlZF9pbWFnZRIFZmFsc2U

