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Wayne County voter who voted twice in
2020 gets $250 fine for misdemeanor

Today, his crime would be a felony punishable by a prison term of 1 to 10
years
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Prosecuting Attorney Richard Thompson obtained the indictment, and
matter was adjudicated by Wayne County Circuit Court Judge James H.
Young, Jr.

According to the court's order, sufficient evidence exists to find Mr.
Chapman guilty of the offense of illegal voting and the defendant pleaded
no contest to the misdemeanor charge.

Chapman was ordered to pay a $250 fine plus court costs.

“Mr. Chapman’s actions rendered him with more voting power for U.S.
president than all other lawful voters,” said West Virginia Secretary of State
Kris Warner. “The integrity of our elections is paramount, and this conviction
is a bittersweet success. We want to rid our elections of all fraud, but when
it does occur, we will seek justice for punishment and deterrence.”

At the time the election fraud was committed, the penalty was a

misdemeanor.

However, during the 2022 regular legislative session, the West Virginia
Legislature passed HB 4311, making illegal voting a felony crime punishable
by 1 to 10 years of imprisonment and up to a $10,000 fine.
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Although the increased penalty did not apply to Chapman'’s actions,
Legislative intent could not be clearer, according to Warner: Illegal voting is
one of the most serious election law crimes.

Warner thanked Thompson for pursuing the case and congratulated him on
securing the conviction. He also recognized Investigation Division Director
Kim Mason and former Attorney General investigator Charles “Doug”
McVicker Il, for their work on the case.

“This case sends a message loud and clear,” Warner said. “We don't care
how long it takes to get a conviction. If you cheat in an election in West
Virginia, you will be held responsible and prosecuted.”
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