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The Latino Museum
In Pictures

As these displays and panels from the first exhibition by the
National Museum of the American Latino, iPresente!, make clear,
the Museum’s leaders have chosen to contravene the legislation
that authorized the Latino Museum, whose opening lines read,
“The United States is a symbol of democracy, freedom, and
economic opportunity around the world, and the legacy of Latinos
is deeply rooted in the very fabric of the history, democracy,
freedom, and economic opportunity of the United States.”
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Drag Queens,

Queer Theory’ Historia 1: Adela’

and Transgender S — -

“Exile is a deep sorrow that forces you to

L} ]
ACt I V I Sts learn a culture. . . . like being born again, but
as an adult.”

—Adela Vazquez, 20N
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The five panels in this section reveal a
strange fascination with drag queens, Adela Vazquez is a Cuban transgender
transgender activists. lesbians. and HIV/AIDS vist. She left Cuba in the 1980

gender non-conformists on the part of the Mariel bo"w . V‘E’mmue.z: ‘mne‘ntmmliy s‘e'ett’l‘ed in fue dg Cub

. ., . San Francisco. Her activism began with Terminé as
Smithsonian’s Latino Museum. In these supporting trans women who were battling activismo o
cases, some of these individuals were at AIDS. Vazquez later joined the staff at trans gue i
the same time also Chicano organizers, Proyecto ContraSIDA Por Vida (Project for Vazquez sq

socialists, or anarchists. The exhibition not Life Against AIDS). Proyecto (1993-2005) was  ContraSID/
On|y Odd|y presents them as somehow a Latinx HIV-prevention organization in San 2005) era |
representative of Americans with Hispanic Francisco’s Mission District. ‘
ancestry—which the data doesn’t back up—
but also as artists who fought to represent
this supposedly unified Latino perspective in
the face of “the anti-Latino stereotypes that
circulate in U.S. culture.”

José Julio Sarria:
Drag and Politics

A native of San Francisco, California,
José Julio Sarria (1922-2013) was
a legendary drag performer. He

was the first openly gay person

to run for public office in U.S.
history. Though he lost the race
for San Francisco Supervisor in
1961, he paved the way for the next
generation of LGBT leaders like
Harvey Milk.
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Artist Laura Aguilar
(1959-2018)
Pphotographed her
friend including the
quote, “My mother
encouraged me to
be a court reporter.
1 became a lawyer.”

La artista Laura
Aguilar (1959-2018)
fotografié a su
amiga incluyendo
la cita, “Mi madre
me animé a ser
reportera de
tribunal 7

ser abe

The Power of Self-
Representation

Latina/o journalists, writers, actors,
and other artists have struggled
to make their communities visible
and their perspectives heard. Their
work combats many of the anti-
Latino stereotypes that circulate
in U.S. culture. Latina/o artists
have created a legacy of politically
engaged art such as murals,
photography, posters, music, and
theater.

Luisa Capetillo

Luisa Capetillo (1879-1922) was a Puerto Rican of European descent. Before
Luisa turned twenty, the United States took control of Puerto Rico after Spain lost

the Spanish-American War.

Capetillo was an organizer and feminist, she worked with the Free Federation of
Workers. This important Puerto Rican labor organization was founded in 1899.
Capetillo connected with workers by reading in tobacco factories. During the
early 1900s, she rejected gender norms and supported labor strikes. Capetillo
also published books and edited the magazine La mujer (The Woman).

Rafael Lépez, 2021

Judy Baca:
Public Artist

Judy Baca envisions communit
murals as public spaces for rete
history and including everybod
stories. In 1976, she founded the
Social and Public Art Resources
Center (SPARC). SPARC'’s first
project involved young people as
Co-creators of one of the largest
murals in the United States—

The Great Wall of Los Angeles.
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Open Borders

These exhibits continue a pattern observed
with the existing Smithsonian museums:
support for open borders by either dispelling
legitimate concerns about illegal immigration
or making an emotional case for those who
“have put down roots.” The first has a quote
by Judy Baca that “we didn’t cross the
border; the border crossed us.” This cliché is
intended to wave away concerns while at the
same time disparage westward expansion. It
is also factually wrong: There were fewer than
100,000 Mexicans in the West who decided
to stay after the 1848 Mexican War. In no way
can they account for today’s population of
self-identified Hispanics, who are closing in
on 70 million. The math doesn’t add up.

“We didn’t cross the

border; the border
crossed us.”

-Judy Baca, 2021

“No cruzamos la
frontera; la frontera nos
cruzé a nosotros”
(Judy Baca, 2021).

4| THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The vast majority of Latinos living inthe US—
80% of the total Latino population—are U.S.
citizens. But for Latino immigrants who arenot
citizens, the path to citizenship isnota :
straightforward or easy one. And for some Latino
immigrants, obtaining citizenship is not an option
at all.
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Blame America First

This section presents “U.S. interventions in

Latin America, 1900-2000” as causes for
the societal ills that made people want to
immigrate to the United States. It features

a poster criticizing U.S. support for the
Nicaraguan Contras in the 1980s, calling
them terrorists. This one has particularly
aged badly, as the dictator the Contras were
fighting then, the Sandinista President Daniel
Ortega, is not only still in power, but has just
announced Nicaragua will no longer hold
elections. Another exhibit attacks the Monroe
Doctrine, which today inspires our regional
policy, for being “used to justify future U.S.
military invasions.” Finally, yet another
display criticizes the U.S. for backing Cuba’s
Fulgencio Batista, who was dictator 70 years
ago, without mentioning the communist

dictatorship that has destroyed Cuba for the
past 67 years.

Here, Uncle Sam T h e M o n roe

stands over North

I e Doctrine
America holding a
f:“tce";:n,s B President James Monroe
at says, e
«Monroe Doctrine”  (1758-1831) saw many of Spain’s

Unc!esamwixhaBigst::‘l;z:ligcm::ano(:n. former CO|OnIeS, suCh as MeXICO,

Bettmann / Getty Images

fight wars of independence. In
o ena an 1823 speech, Monroe warned
sobre Norteamérica  Europe to stay out—the United

y Sudamérica States would police the Americas
sosteniendo un

te que dice from now on. This idea, called the
garro .

“doctrina Monroe”. Monroe Doctrine, was used to
CaricazurademoSamconungarrotg.L:uis jUStlfy future U.S m|||tary InvaSIOnS.

Bettmann / Getty Images
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pemogcraey aiu
Safety

Civil wars, oppressive governments, and
natural disasters pushed millions of
people to migrate from Latin America and
the Caribbean to the United States.

Throughout the 1900s, the United States
supported foreign governments that
favored U.S. businesses and fought
commumism. Sometimes U.S. foreign

policy contributed to the violence and
corruption driving people to migrate. The
United States backed numerous dictators,
including Cuba’s Fulgencio Batista and

the Dominican Republic’s Rafael Truijillo.
Cuban, Dominican, and many other Latino
communities still feel the effects of war and
revolution. Their stories reveal the human
cost of immigration and the contradictions

of U.S. foreign policy.

En busca de
democracia y

seguridad

| a< querras civiles, los gobiernos

el

u.s. lnt_grventions in Latin
Ame ., 1900-2000

lntgrvenciones de EE. UU. en
Latinoamérica, 1900-2000

Fear and

Prejudice

Many U.S. politicians, as early as
Bnr:_ujanﬂn Franklin, have feared non-
White immigration, instead of being
recognized as community builders,
Latin American immigrants are i
sometimes described as “invaders ™
Many have risked their lives to -
immigrate because they bolieve

in U5, ideals such as democracy,
equality, and opportunity. :

e - — —a—
— — P
5 - My Ga b Brn
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Marxist
Messaging

These displays shed light on the Marxist
leanings of the men and women who put
together these exhibitions. One is dedicated
to Orlando Letelier, a Marxist-Leninist
member of Salvador Allende’s government in
Chile. He became a cause célebre for the hard
left 50 years ago after he was gunned down
in 1976, but who has no special meaning
today and certainly no connection to the
American experience, and should thus not be
in a self-avowed “National Museum.” Another
display shows a video by Gustavo Torres,
who left his native Colombia to support

the Sandinista cause in Nicaragua and then
emigrated here to found the open-borders
CASA de Maryland, a powerhouse in Maryland
politics which he led for 34 years. A third
exhibit is an interview with an Aztec activist
who espouses green causes. Other panels are
dedicated to exploring race-based attacks on
Western Civilization.

-——

Story 3: Orlando Letell
Historia 3: Orlando
Letelier

»chileans and Americans . . . have suffered
imprisonment by the Chilean military
dictatorship; . . . we were liberated. . . because

of . .. support . .. for the restoration of Human
Rights in Chile.”

—Orlando Letelier, 1976

Orlando Leteller (1932-1976) was Chile’s U.5.
ambassador under leftist President Salvador
Allende, whom the United States opposed. In
1973, right-wing military general Augusto
Pinochet overthrew Allende and imprisoned
Letelier. In 1974, he was released. Mihile exiled
in Washington, D.C., Letelier den@iiieed
Pinochet’s violent dictatorship. In 1976, a car
bomb killed Letelier and his colleague in D.C.
Later, investigations found that Pinochet's
regime ordered this assassination.

Find out more
Conoce més

What unites Latinas and
Latinos?

Activists in Puerto Rico raise their fists in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. About one quarter of Latinas and Latinos self-identify as

people of African ancestry. Joaquin Medina, 2016. Courtesy of Joaquin Medina
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Gustavo Torres's Immigration Story

0:00
Gustavo Torres. Foro Storyteller, 2021. National Museum of the American Latino B View Transcript

The above media is provided by:

Vimeo (Privacy Policy, Terms of Service)

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez:
ldentity and Activism

NATIONAL MUSEUM of the

AMERICAN
LATINO

@ Smithsonian

*
p C « » 0:00 / 4:17 a N )

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez. Somos, 2021. National Museum of the American Latino @ View Transcript

The above media is provided by:

Vimeo (Privacy Policy, Terms of Service)
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African, Indigenous, and mixed-race
peoples remade their societies, despite
tRe inhumanities of colonization.

They adapted their traditions, mastered
new environments and ways of life, and
built communities. These survivors

also protested the abuses of European
colonizers. They fought injustice in
different ways. Some burned and escaped
plantations and missions. Others made
their cases in court. Many also participated
in their nations’ wars of independence

from Spain.

The objects and images here focus on

diverse stories of resistance like Indigenous B i prefiitin & Sl —
rebellions in Puerto Rico, New Mexico, a-ﬂ“;g? Sﬁ@Wﬁﬁmw =oon
and California; the Haitian Revolution : ﬁﬁ%?%ﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁyg ﬁiﬁf‘;&_ ico o por
(1791-1804); and the daily endurance of ﬁgif gg%}a&mgam”mnﬁ
enslaved Puerto Ricans. sxtendda comunidad bie

Toypurina:

Freedom Fighter

Toypurina (?-1799) was a Tongva
medicine woman who was forced to
live in Mission San Gabriel, outside
present-day Los Angeles. In 1785,
she joined a failed plot to destroy
the mission. Toypurina’s punishment
was separation from her community.
Today, many consider her a hero

for helping California’s Indigenous
peoples to rebel.

THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION |9




Puerto Rico

This section is dedicated to presenting

the United States as a colonial power in
Puerto Rico, and promoting the voices of
independence advocates. On the island itself,
support for independence is paltry, a luxury
belief indulged mostly by the upper classes.
In the first six referenda that Puerto Rico has
held on its status, support for independence
hovered between 0.6% in 1967 and 5.5% in
2012. In the latest referendum, held in 2024,
support for independence reached 11.82%,
the highest ever—while 59% of Puerto
Ricans voted for statehood and 30% for the
continuation of the status quo.

the U.S. Fla

The United States defeated Spain in the
Spanish-American War in 1898. It annexed
several former Spanish colonies, including
Puerto Rico.

U.S. sugar corporations bought up much of
Puerto Rico’s farmable land. Sugar became
the island’s principal export. Poverty drove
many rural families to towns and sugar-
growing regions for work.

The 1917 Jones-Shafroth Act declared .th:
puerto Ricans were U.S. citizens. The lSlFJL
however, remained an unincorporated U.S

territory. Democracy and constitutional
rights were limited. Most Puerto Ricans
wanted more control over local affairs.
Puerto Rico’s political parties at the time
presented conflicting visions for the island’s
future—U.S. statehood or independence.

=18]=1g {o’ .Rico_
bajo dominio
estadounidense

Estados Unidos derroté a Espaiia en la
guerra hispanoamericana de 1898. Cqmo
consecuencia, se anexaron varias ant|gu.as
colonias espaiiolas, entre ellas Puerto Rico.

Pedro Albizu
Campos:
Independence
Advocate

Lawyer Pedro Albizu Campos
(1891-1965) became leader of the
Puerto Rico Nationalist Party in
1930. The Nationalists demanded
Puerto Rican independence. The
police and government persecuted
the increasingly radical Nationalists
throughout the 1930s. Many
retaliated with violence. Albizu
Campos spent much of his life in
jail for encouraging an armed revolt
against U.S. rule.
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Negotiating
Nationhood

In 1948, the United States

finally allowed Puerto Ricans to
elect their first governor, Luis
Mufioz Marin. He presented a
plan to industrialize the island.
In 1952, Mufioz Marin created

a new status for Puerto Rico—
a textil the commonwealth, or as it is
e  awkwardly called in Spanish

I 2N associated free state.”
e  Puerto Rico was not

idad de personat

Nz arara, Cuand independentl nor Was it a State.

iaios comeTISEy The island had more local

pecialmante en lia

ecioiments S control but kept its economic
I and military ties to the
tallores toxtiles,

e United States.

e La negociacién

P el

=" de la soberania

resveyrrme L L

En 1948, Estados Unidos
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Cuba

This section, perhaps the most perverse of
all, presents Cuba as a victim of American
interventionism prior to the Revolution. The
sad reality is that Cuba has been rendered

in its present prostrate state by 67 years of
communism, and during that time Cubans
have found a haven in the United States. Often
escaping in makeshift rafts that exposed them
to storms and sharks, they sought the liberty
and prosperity that America offers and that
the Smithsonian scoffs at.

IRERRL LT

UNCLE
SAM
DEALER
GENERAL
MERCHANDISE

HiFgh A .\
Il CONGRESS-
‘ SPECIAL

SESE!ON

CuUBAN
RECIPROCITY

I:iriopoor:iggzlicts the C u b a ,s Co n d i t i o n a I
iemas INdependence

young girl trying to

neoctiate with Cuba was the only Spanish colony
Uncle Sam. to achieve independence shortly

Cuba addressing Uncle Sam: “| come to buy,

not to beg, sir,” a 1903 cartoon. William after the War. The United States

Allen Rogers, 1903. Courtesy of North Wind
Picture Archive [SOCI2A+00039]

pressured Cuba to accept the Platt

Esta caricatura Amendment as a condition for its

politica representa
a la recientemente

independence. This agreement

independizada allowed the United States to
nacién cubana como  intervene in Cuban affairs. It also

una nifa pequena
intentando negociar

established a trade relationship

con el Tio Sam. favoring Cuban sugar and U.S.
Cuba dirigiéndose al Tio Sam: “Vine a business interests.

comprar, no a rogarle, sefior,” una caricatura
de 1903. William Allen Rogers, 1903.
Cortesia del Archivo North Wind Picture
[SOCI2A+00039]
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—José Marti, 1895

José Marti (1853-1895) was a Cuban political
writer and poet of Spanish descent. Exilled as
a teenager, Marti spent years living abroacd.
For over a decade, he promoted Cuban
independence while living in New York Clty. In
1892, Marti founded the Cuban Revolutionary
Party *i'ch organized for Cuban and Puerto

Rican®M-rule. He died fighting in Cuba’s War
of Independence from Spain (1895-1898).
Martf's later writing warmed of LS.
imperialism In Latin America.
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Refugee Boat

In 1994 over 30,000 Cubans

risked death traveling to Florida in
homemade boats or rafts. This boat
was used by two young r‘efugees
who were escaping Cuba’s economic
crisis. They were part of an ongoing
migration of Cubans. The greatest
numbers arrived after the 1959
Cuban Revolution. However, Cubans
have been migrating to the United
States since the early 1800s.

Raft used by Cuban balseros. Around 1992. Loan from Anacostia Community Museum, Gift of
Humberto Sanchez
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Mexico

In this section’s telling, Mexico is portrayed
as another victim of U.S. aggression. When
the U.S. or the Republic of Texas were not
invading Mexico or slaughtering Indians, they
were subjecting Mexicans on the U.S. side of
the border to rank American racism.

Leather Jacket

is § \onged
his jacket be
Tto John Coffee Hays

(\8\7-\883). After
immigra

Mexican-
Ve puring this pern‘ad.d
be Rangers terr

nd 1850
Pr:::::ogo Chief ,!uan
Caballo led @ mixed
African-\ndigenous
community frm:n
Texas into Mexico
to escape slavery-

Seminole. 1848. Courte=Y

s, Biock o
o | Nay S0k
”

Aproximadamente
en 1850, el jefe
mascog° Juaf\
caballo lidero @
una comunidad
indigena 2
:::‘Jés de Texas en
direccion @ México
para huir de 12
esc\av'\tud.

caballo,

inole (Juan
John Horse, Black Sem S

‘Wascogay 1848 Cortesi® de la Cole

7 Alamy Stock PRt
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rten
sta chaqueta pe!
F; John Coffee Hays
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Many Californio
landowners with
Spanish ancestry
were considered
White. Some, such
as Los Angeles
businesswoman
Arcadia Bandini
(1825-1912), married
Anglo-American
newcomers.
Courtesy of Security Pacific National Bank
Photo Collection, Los Angeles Public Libvary
Muchos terratenientes
californios de
ascendencia espafiola
eran considerados
blancos. Algunos,
como la empresaria
de Los Angeles
Arcadia Bandini
(1825-1912), se
casaron con
angloamericanos
recién llegados.

et d 1 Ctacion coFoto gt Secur
Pacific National Bank ol

. Bibloteca Pdbiica de
LoxAnpetes

o fight

How did Racism
Affect Mexican
Americans?

Early generations of Mexican
Americans lived in a society where
access to justice and opportunity
often depended on speaking
English and looking White. African
Americans, Native Americans

and Asian immigrants had few

legal protections. Many Anglo-
Americans viewed local Mexicans as
competitors for jobs and business,

and as people who didn’t belong in
the United States.




The Mexncan-Amerlc
the lives and identities of Mexican

communities in the United States.

After annexing Texas in 1845, the United
States set its sights on Mexico's northern
territories. From 1846 to 1848, the United
States invaded Mexico and occupied its
major cities. After winning the war, the
United States gained about half of Mexico’s
territory under the terms of the Treaty of

Guadalupe-Hidalgo.

The estimated 115,000 Mexicans living in
present-day California, Nevada, Arizona,
Colorado, and New Mexico became U.S.
citizens. In the following decades, many
lost their land and political representation

to Anglo-American and European
newcomers.

Invasion de
México
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The Smithsonian’s National Museum

How the Left Marches Through the Institutions
President Clinton sets up Smithsonian Institution Task Force on Latino Issues, headed by La Raza
founder Raul Yzaguirre and Board Member Mari Carmen Aponte. Their report calls for creation of a
Latino Museum.
La Raza’s lobbyist The Raben Group starts to work Congress on the Museum. Raben also lobbies
for the pro-abortion group NARAL (renamed Reproductive Freedom for All) and the Southern
Poverty Law Center.
Congress creates a commission to study the Museum. La Raza retains influence.

Commission recommends Museum be created.

The amendment creating the Museum is tucked into the December 2020 Omnibus Bill, which
Trump called a “monstrosity” but had to sign.

The Latino Museum opens its first exhibit, iPresente!, in the National Museum of American History,
which is met with strong criticism. The Museum cancels a planned second exhibit, glorifying gangs
from the 1960s and denouncing capitalism.

House Appropriations Committee passes the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies bill
defunding the Museum.

Committee restores funding for FY 2024.

In his 2026 budget request to Congress in May, President Trump requests that funding for the
Latino Museum be zeroed out and replaced with the Smithsonian Latino Center (SLC) promoting
exhibits across the Smithsonian Institution.

Smithsonian tries to avert congressional debate by offering to house the Museum in the
Smithsonian’s Arts and Industries Building.
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Building
an America
where freedom,
opportunity,
prosperity,
and civil society
flourish.
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