
The Latino Museum in Pictures



 THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION | 12 | THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The Latino Museum  
in Pictures
As these displays and panels from the first exhibition by the 
National Museum of the American Latino, ¡Presente!, make clear, 
the Museum’s leaders have chosen to contravene the legislation 
that authorized the Latino Museum, whose opening lines read, 
“The United States is a symbol of democracy, freedom, and 
economic opportunity around the world, and the legacy of Latinos 
is deeply rooted in the very fabric of the history, democracy, 
freedom, and economic opportunity of the United States.”
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Drag Queens, 
Queer Theory, 
and Transgender 
Activists
The five panels in this section reveal a 
strange fascination with drag queens, 
transgender activists, lesbians, and 
gender non-conformists on the part of the 
Smithsonian’s Latino Museum. In these 
cases, some of these individuals were at 
the same time also Chicano organizers, 
socialists, or anarchists. The exhibition not 
only oddly presents them as somehow 
representative of Americans with Hispanic 
ancestry—which the data doesn’t back up—
but also as artists who fought to represent 
this supposedly unified Latino perspective in 
the face of “the anti-Latino stereotypes that 
circulate in U.S. culture.”
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Open Borders
These exhibits continue a pattern observed 
with the existing Smithsonian museums: 
support for open borders by either dispelling 
legitimate concerns about illegal immigration 
or making an emotional case for those who 
“have put down roots.” The first has a quote 
by Judy Baca that “we didn’t cross the 
border; the border crossed us.” This cliché is 
intended to wave away concerns while at the 
same time disparage westward expansion. It 
is also factually wrong: There were fewer than 
100,000 Mexicans in the West who decided 
to stay after the 1848 Mexican War. In no way 
can they account for today’s population of 
self-identified Hispanics, who are closing in 
on 70 million. The math doesn’t add up.
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Blame America First
This section presents “U.S. interventions in 
Latin America, 1900–2000” as causes for 
the societal ills that made people want to 
immigrate to the United States. It features 
a poster criticizing U.S. support for the 
Nicaraguan Contras in the 1980s, calling 
them terrorists. This one has particularly 
aged badly, as the dictator the Contras were 
fighting then, the Sandinista President Daniel 
Ortega, is not only still in power, but has just 
announced Nicaragua will no longer hold 
elections. Another exhibit attacks the Monroe 
Doctrine, which today inspires our regional 
policy, for being “used to justify future U.S. 
military invasions.” Finally, yet another 
display criticizes the U.S. for backing Cuba’s 
Fulgencio Batista, who was dictator 70 years 
ago, without mentioning the communist 
dictatorship that has destroyed Cuba for the 
past 67 years.
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Marxist  
Messaging
These displays shed light on the Marxist 
leanings of the men and women who put 
together these exhibitions. One is dedicated 
to Orlando Letelier, a Marxist-Leninist 
member of Salvador Allende’s government in 
Chile. He became a cause célèbre for the hard 
left 50 years ago after he was gunned down 
in 1976, but who has no special meaning 
today and certainly no connection to the 
American experience, and should thus not be 
in a self-avowed “National Museum.” Another 
display shows a video by Gustavo Torres, 
who left his native Colombia to support 
the Sandinista cause in Nicaragua and then 
emigrated here to found the open-borders 
CASA de Maryland, a powerhouse in Maryland 
politics which he led for 34 years. A third 
exhibit is an interview with an Aztec activist 
who espouses green causes. Other panels are 
dedicated to exploring race-based attacks on 
Western Civilization.
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Puerto Rico
This section is dedicated to presenting 
the United States as a colonial power in 
Puerto Rico, and promoting the voices of 
independence advocates. On the island itself, 
support for independence is paltry, a luxury 
belief indulged mostly by the upper classes. 
In the first six referenda that Puerto Rico has 
held on its status, support for independence 
hovered between 0.6% in 1967 and 5.5% in 
2012. In the latest referendum, held in 2024, 
support for independence reached 11.82%, 
the highest ever—while 59% of Puerto 
Ricans voted for statehood and 30% for the 
continuation of the status quo.
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Cuba
This section, perhaps the most perverse of 
all, presents Cuba as a victim of American 
interventionism prior to the Revolution. The 
sad reality is that Cuba has been rendered 
in its present prostrate state by 67 years of 
communism, and during that time Cubans 
have found a haven in the United States. Often 
escaping in makeshift rafts that exposed them 
to storms and sharks, they sought the liberty 
and prosperity that America offers and that 
the Smithsonian scoffs at.
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Mexico
In this section’s telling, Mexico is portrayed 
as another victim of U.S. aggression. When 
the U.S. or the Republic of Texas were not 
invading Mexico or slaughtering Indians, they 
were subjecting Mexicans on the U.S. side of 
the border to rank American racism. 
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The Smithsonian’s National Museum  
of the American Latino: Chronology 
How the Left Marches Through the Institutions

1994	 President Clinton sets up Smithsonian Institution Task Force on Latino Issues, headed by La Raza 		
	 founder Raul Yzaguirre and Board Member Mari Carmen Aponte. Their report calls for creation of a 		
	 Latino Museum.

2004	 La Raza’s lobbyist The Raben Group starts to work Congress on the Museum. Raben also lobbies 		
	 for the pro-abortion group NARAL (renamed Reproductive Freedom for All) and the Southern 		
	 Poverty Law Center. 					   

2008	 Congress creates a commission to study the Museum. La Raza retains influence.

2011	 Commission recommends Museum be created.

2020	 The amendment creating the Museum is tucked into the December 2020 Omnibus Bill, which 		
	 Trump called a “monstrosity” but had to sign.

2022	 The Latino Museum opens its first exhibit, ¡Presente!, in the National Museum of American History, 		
	 which is met with strong criticism. The Museum cancels a planned second exhibit, glorifying gangs 		
	 from the 1960s and denouncing capitalism.

2023	 House Appropriations Committee passes the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies bill 		
	 defunding the Museum.

2023	 Committee restores funding for FY 2024.

2025	 In his 2026 budget request to Congress in May, President Trump requests that funding for the 		
	 Latino Museum be zeroed out and replaced with the Smithsonian Latino Center (SLC) promoting 		
	 exhibits across the Smithsonian Institution.

2026	 Smithsonian tries to avert congressional debate by offering to house the Museum in the 			 
	 Smithsonian’s Arts and Industries Building.
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Building  
an America  

where freedom,  
opportunity,  
prosperity, 

and civil society  
flourish.




