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TREilTON - Ar[Õrney Ge¡er{¡l Mûrthew J. Plc¡tkin Õrìd the Office of publlc lntegrlty Õn{i AccÕuntÕb¡l¡ly (Oftn)

today cnnounced the sentencing of o ccmpoign monüger from l-lunterdon County fÐr CIttemptinE to

froudulenfly ploca o condidote on the Democrctic prirnory büllÕt in the New Jêrsey gÕvËrnùr"s roce in ?021-

tn ocrordonce with o negotioted pleo ogrêement with ÐPlA" Jo{'nes Ûeving ö2, of Lombertvilla New Jersey,

wo$ séntencocl to two ysctrs of probcltiÔn on ûctoiler 18, 2Û24 by Judge Rof:ert E Lytl€ in Superior CourT,

MÈrcÊr County, Devine pled guilty to o th¡rd-dêgrÐe crime concerning nomlnction üeitificotes or petitions

before Judge Lltf€ tn August 26,2Ð24.

''Rüther gro¡ knocking Õn doorc ond rnclking Õ górd fflith Éfforl to eorrvlnce vùters tÕ suppÕrt n¡s cc¡rldìdüte,

the defendclnl nrisused voters' i¡rfarnretion withr.¡ut suthorizcltion, in ordÊr to dec€iv€ the Stote into believing

hís cflndidc¡te n"let the bürð nrinlrnum of requirenrënts tÕ be on the i¡allot," süld AttomcyGanerol Plotkln.
-Çheating in o rctce for electecl office ìs illeç¡crl cncJ undemecrotie, etncl thera flrâ eonsçquenc€s fr:r it."

"Crinr!nsl crütivlty thal threotens peopies' f c¡ith irr the fclirness clncf legitinrccy of our eloctions is

unüccetltclhte," rold Drcw Sklnncr, Executive Director ol the Ofllcs ol Pr¡þllc lntegrity ond Accountobility.
"Thís cüse slroulci sand o m€ssÕge thüt Êåectiün frcucl wíll bo detÊctûd ond offenders will be helcJ

ÕcccLtnl0bie,"

Foli<rwirrg on OPIA investigation, o Stotø gror"ld jury in Trenton returned on indictrnent on Mc]rch 12,2t24'

chcrging Devirre witlr vclricus ¿rinres sterrnring fro¡1r his April 2021 stternpt tt froudulËrttly place the

condicielte on the bnllot in the June 8,2021 Derrrccratic guberneltE:riol prinror¡.

Acrorcling to publicly liled ciocuments crncj stütðn1Ënis in open cÕurt, tne ¡nvtsligotion reveclled thot Devine

s¡-¡bmitted l,g4g frcr¡dulenr nomincting pâtit¡ons ro thû Nêw Jersoy Deportment of stCItê's Division of Ei€clìons,

¡n ün üttentpt to oncblo hís concjidotÐ to comp€te in llre prinrory-

Ttìe t'¡ew JersÊy Democrotic Stüt€ tlrmmittee loclgeci cr formcllee¡otchollenge fCI Devine's effor¡ on A¡:rir 9,

?û21, enunrffcrt¡ng isst¡es with tlìe potitions tre lrcrcl providecl. Tlre cotïr¡riÈtee cll|øgecl llrero weve qu6ct¡Õns

clr¡:ut thûse pëtitiÕns' üL¡tf"Ì€nticity.

Citing the irregularitiðs, Administrcltive Low Judge Jsffrçy Fl. Rol:in sidecl wìth th€ cÕmrïitt€e tll April 13, 2n?1,

slrikinçi tlle ee¡nd¡dÕte fronl Thé tieillol.

Durirrg the investigotion, indiviclr,¡nls wlroçÊ n(rrïes ap¡:ecrred tn llìe pet¡tion$ submitted L:y Devine ¡:rovicleel

ilrfa¡rr:¡ütion thCIt ttley hucl neither sulrr^¡rittecl cr petition nor uuthoritecl one in support of tlre cc¡n¿liclato's

nominntion. The investigcÌion revealectr tlevinç iracl u¡:loacled ferlse veltar inf*rmoti0n ontÕ Petititn fo¡ms oncl

slil.lrîr¡tted them t0 the Þlvísion of Elections on behe¡lf Õl the carnpoign WithÕut thÕ vülërs'cpprovctl.

tn pleae{ing guitty, the defer"rclÕnt {¡rknówleelged tl'ìflt he knew thÊ petitiÕns wêfs fü19Êly msde whên hê filee,

them.

IfìË cei$e wcs lrelrrclied for tlre ÕPlA CorrupllÕR Llureüu by As$ístürìt Attorney Gênerol Arlcirêw Wellhroct<,

uncier the s{Jp€rvision of ßurer:u Chief Jeff Manis cr¡lcj {)PtA Executive Direetor Skinner.
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