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Denton County judge sentenced Zul Mirza Mohamed on Dec. 13 to four years in prison and 10
years of probation after he pled guilty to 25 counts of method of returning ballot and 81 counts

of fraudulent use of an application for ballot by mail.



This sentence stems from the 43-year-old’s 2020 arrest in connection with the misuse of mail
ballots for a Carrollton mayoral race for which he was a candidate. According to Denton
County, Mohamed forged ballot-by-mail applications under Carrollton residents’ names and

had them sent to a Lewisville mail store where he leased a virtual mailbox using fake IDs.

The three-day jury sentencing trial in the 462nd District Court could have resulted in
punishment of two to 20 years in prison, fines or probation. Mohamed remained in custody

until Friday afternoon.

“Today is a big day for election integrity in Denton County,” Denton County Judge Andy Eads
said. “I am so proud of the Denton County jury that stood up for election integrity ... “I am
proud of our Denton County Elections Administration for catching the attempted fraud, for
sheriff Tracy Murphree and his team for thoroughly investigating the crime and bringing

Mohamed to justice, and for our dedicated prosecutors for bringing it to the finish line.”

In September 2020, Denton County Elections Administration staff first noted irregularities in
several applications for ballots by mail and began reviewing additional applications. On Sept.
23, 2020, the Denton County Sheriff’s Office was made aware by the Elections Administration
staff of possible fraudulent activities with absentee ballot applications. Absentee ballots had
been requested to be sent to a P.O. Box in Lewisville, alleged to belong to a nursing home

facility.

After contacting Carrollton residents who had not requested the ballots they received,
investigators began a surveillance of the postal facility from which ballots were sent. On Oct.
27,2020, a search warrant was issued for Mohamed’s residence. Investigators found a
fraudulent Texas driver's license, a fake insurance ID, a fake notary stamp and a box of Dallas

and Denton County ballot applications.

Jury Foreman Shannon Napier said after the hearing, she has “way more confidence” in Denton
County elections after Elections Administrator Frank Phillips described the process of checks

and balances in verifying all ballots.

In testimony, Phillips outlined how his team noticed multiple ballot applications being sought
from the same Lewisville address. He said Denton County employees are trained to spot red
flags in ballots, placing a heavy emphasis on the severity of mail ballot fraud. He claimed

Denton County’s voting system is “what separates us from third world countries.”



“This sends a message that we take our election process very seriously,” Phillips said. “My staff

trains continuously to ensure the entire process is handled with integrity and attention to detail

from start to finish.”

The jury listened to nearly two days of testimony from law enforcement officers, elections
administration, and several Carrollton voters whose personal information was used to obtain

mail-in ballot applications.

After coming to a consensus in under two hours, several members of the jury indicated they
wanted to be fair by punishing his crime while trying to help Mohamed with long-term mental
health needs described in the court hearing. Jurors believed this sentence would send a strong

message that voter fraud is unacceptable.

Jack Hintze is a reporter with Star Local Media, and covers the communities of Carrollton, Coppell and
Lewisville. He can be reached by email at jhintze@starlocalmedia.com.






